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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for the LS on Time Synchronization Status notification, and would like to provide answers for the following questions:

Question : For key issue#1, One method proposes to use the Ciphered SIB approach that is used for broadcast of assistance data for positioning. SA2 would like to additionally get feedback on this from SA3 and RAN3 from security and NGAP impact perspective, respectively

RAN3's Answer: RAN3 thinks it is feasibility to support AMF providing ciphered RAN TSS information for broadcasting via NGAP signaling.Considering reference time information is broadcast to UE without encryption, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 whether there is a need to encrypt TSS by NAS for broadcasting. if both type information(RTI and TSS) needs be encrypted, RAN3 thinks that a simpler unified encryption method for broadcasting information can be considered in Rel-18, i.e, HASH encryption.

 (in detail,the UE receives the broadcast information, and for one or more SIB/MIB blocks specified, the UE calculates a hash value of each specified block. Broadcast information also includes the hash-based signature(hash value) of the corresponding information block, UE checks whether the hash value calculated by UE is consistent with the hash signature).
Question : SA2 would like to seek RAN3 input regarding the potential impacts in RAN3 specifications (e.g., NGAP, F1-AP) to enable RAN time synchronization status report control procedure.

RAN3's Answer: RAN3 thinks it is feasibility to support NG-RAN node providing RAN TSS information to AMF via NGAP signaling. when considering OAM for network elements of multi-vendors, RAN3 prefers the way to transfer RAN TSS via NGAP, which is more reliable and has lower latency than OAM solution.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 take above information into account . 
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:
TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #119

           Feb 27th – Mar 3rd 2023


 Athens, GR
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