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This document briefly reviews the current status on discussions related to the issue of potential non-availability of MBS session information at E1AP MC Bearer Context Setup.
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The agreed CR for 38.401 in R3-226049 [1] depicts the scenario where a UE joins an active multicast sessions as a first UE within a gNB, from which the first sequences are shown in the figure below:


First steps of Figure 8.15.1.2.-1 in TS 38.401 as modified per the CR in R3-226049.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK96][bookmark: OLE_LINK97]As identified (was it in May ‘22 or August ’22?) step 2 cannot provide the MBS QoS flow information to the gNB-CU-UP within the MC MRB Setup Configuration IE contained in the MC MRB To Setup List IE in the E1AP MC BEARER CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message.
A CR was submitted to RAN3#117bis in R3-225446 [2] to change the presence of the MC MRB To Setup List IE to “optional”, which was later on revised in R3-225964 [3] to make the change backwards compatible from an ASN.1 point of view, as the MC MRB To Setup List IE was contained in a “native” ASN.1 sequence.
There was also an alternative proposed in R3-225653 [4] which proposed to include the MBS QoS flow parameters in step 1 in respective NGAP PDU Session Resource related messages.
RAN3#117bis did not conclude on any of those options.
Observation 1:	The issue that the MBS QoS flow information cannot be provided to the gNB-CU-UP is an acknowledged issues and needs correction.
Given the case that issue only occurs if the gNB implementation is realised in a disaggregated deployment where also the CU are split in CP and UP parts, may raise the question why NGAP should be the specification to include the correction of that issue.
Observation 2:	The issue is only relevant if the gNB implementation foresees a disaggregated deployment, splitting the CU in CP and UP part.
Further, it has been argued that even if ASN.1 in E1AP is corrected in a backwards compatible way, the correction as proposed in R3-225964 [3] is functionally not backwards compatible, may raise the question whether corrections of protocol errors are allowed at all to be corrected, as most of them will be functionally not backwards compatible due to their erroneous nature.
Observation 3:	Protocol errors are likely to be correct-able in a backwards compatible way from ASN.1 point of view, but not likely to be correct-able from a functional point of view.
Further, the “NGAP alternative” as proposed in R3-225653 [4] would include MBS session parameters in PDU Session Resource related messages, namely the MBS QoS flow parameters of the MBS session in question. 
However, RAN3 has decided to separate signalling and functions of (associated) PDU Session Resource related signalling and functions as much as possible from MBS Session Resource related signalling and functions. This was one of the most fundamental decisions taken in RAN3#115 and is quoted below:
-	No MC Session parameters (QOS & Area Info) anywhere in PDU session setup/modify, apart from joining information (MBS session ID in SMF container) and, if included, associated QoS flow info.
The “NGAP alternative” as proposed in R3-225653 [4] contradicts that fundamental decision. In general, fundamental decisions well captured in minutes should be only changed per consensus, i.e. in an unanimous way, which is not the case for this topic. Therefore, we propose to not follow that approach for at least that reason.
Observation 4:	Including MBS QoS flow parameters in PDU Session Resource related messages contradicts fundamental decisions from RAN3#115 to not include MC Session parameters (QOS & Area Info) anywhere in PDU session setup/modify.
Finally, it can be debated at length whether network protocol changed can be still agreed in a non-backwards compatible way, while TSG RAN announced the official ASN.1 freeze in June ’22 already. Given the case that the change does not concern a major interface and that RAN3 is still conducting fundamental conceptual discussions in Q4’22 with Rel-17 was closed by end of Q1’22, we think it is still arguable to propose a non-backwards compatible change for E1AP.
Observation 5:	A non-backwards compatible correction in E1AP should be agreeable, given the current status of Rel-17 NR MBS work in RAN3, where major changes still occurred at the August ’22 meeting and fundamental conceptual discussions were still conducted in October ’22.
Proposal 6:	Agree the non-backwards compatible CR in R3-226452.
Proposal 7:	If proposal x cannot be agreed, agreed the ASN.1 backwards compatible CR in R3-226448
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We have discussed the open issue of non-availability of MBS QoS flow parameters at E1AP MC Bearer Context Setup at observed the following:
Observation 1:	The issue that the MBS QoS flow information cannot be provided to the gNB-CU-UP on E1 is an acknowledged issues and needs correction.
Observation 2:	The issue is only relevant if the gNB implementation foresees a disaggregated deployment, splitting the CU in CP and UP part.
Observation 3:	Protocol errors are likely to be correct-able in a backwards compatible way from an ASN.1 point of view, but not likely to be correct-able from a functional point of view.
Observation 4:	Including MBS QoS flow parameters in PDU Session Resource related messages contradicts fundamental decisions from RAN3#115 to not include MC Session parameters (QOS & Area Info) anywhere in PDU session setup/modify.
Observation 5:	A non-backwards compatible correction in E1AP should be agreeable, given the current status of Rel-17 NR MBS work in RAN3, where major changes still occurred at the August ’22 meeting and fundamental conceptual discussions were still conducted in October ’22.
We therefore propose:
Proposal 6:	Agree the non-backwards compatible CR in R3-226452.
Proposal 7:	If proposal 6 cannot be agreed, agreed the ASN.1 backwards compatible CR in R3-226448
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