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1 Overall description
For NR NTN enhancement, RAN3 has agreed to support the time-based trigger condition for Conditional Handover based on Xn-handover. 
· During the Xn Handover Preparation procedure, source gNB sends a Handover Window Start and Handover Window Duration to the target gNB. Target gNB may use this information to allocate necessary resources for the incoming CHO. 
· When the condition is met during the handover window, the UE executes the handover and connect to target gNB. 
RAN3 is discussing whether introduce the time-based trigger condition for N2-handover. RAN3 expects that the overall functionality may be similar to CHO based on Xn-handover, which may have following impacts to existing N2-handover:
· Data Forwarding 
It may support early data forwarding, or late data forwarding
· Early Data Forwarding: data forwarding that is initiated before the UE executes the handover. 

· Late Data Forwarding: data forwarding that is initiated after the source gNB knows that the UE has successfully accessed a target gNB.

· Source gNB initiated modification for an already prepared CHO
The CHO preparation is initiated before the actual handover is executed. It is possible that the target cell for the UE may be changed after a CHO is prepared. So it need a mechanism to allow source gNB to initiate the modification for an already prepared CHO. 
· Handover Cancel from target gNB
In CHO, target gNB may reserve the resource well before the actual handover execution. It is possible that the resource reserved for an already prepared CHO may have to be released, e.g. to serve other UEs. So it is possible that target gNB can initiate a handover cancel for an already prepared conditional handover. 
Since the N2-handover is defined in SA2 specification, the CHO over N2-handover may affect the handover preparation phase and the handover execution phase. While RAN3 is discussing the technical detail, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to provide feedback, e.g. whether it is feasible to support it in Rel-18.
2	Actions
To SA2 
ACTION: 	3GPP RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to provide feedback on support CHO with time-based trigger condition in N2 based handover.

3	Dates of next TSG RAN WG3 meetings
RAN3#119		2023-02-27 - 2023-03-03		Athens, GR


