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1	Background
This is a response paper to R3-225739, related to the incoming LS [1].
2	Discussion
In [1], it states that:
	RAN2 would like to thank RAN4 for their LS on CCA configuration question of FR2-2 Neighbour cells.
RAN2 has concluded that it is feasible to indicate whether to apply CCA for neighbour cell measurements in Rel-17 and has made draft CRs (as attached) to show how it can be done.
As the RRC_CONNECTED state signaling in the attached CR includes neighbour cell list which indicates used channel access mode (CCA) for each cell, RAN2 would like to request RAN3 to evaluate the feasibility of the following options for obtaining the CCA information of neighbour cells:
Option 1: rely on O&M to handle CCA information provisioning for neighbour cells.
Option 2: enhance backhaul signaling to exchange cell CCA information between gNBs.



2.1	R3-225739

In R3-225739, the two options are analysed with the comparison:
	
	Pros
	Cons

	Option 1
	No impacts on RAN3 specifications.
	Usually, for one gNB, the OAM configures the cell information for its own. Letting the OAM configure the neighbour cell information for each gNB will remarkably increase the burden of OAM.

	Option 2
	No burden to OAM.
	CCA information exchanged via RAN3 interfaces:
· The CCA information of cells shall be exchanged between gNBs through Xn interface.
· In CU-DU split architecture, the CCA information of cells shall be indicated by the DU to the CU.



R3-225739 thus concluded that Option2 is preferred and XnAP, F1AP impacts are proposed.
2.1	Our Analysis
As per TS 37.213, it states that 
	[bookmark: _Toc28873168][bookmark: _Toc35593626][bookmark: _Toc44669034][bookmark: _Toc51607183][bookmark: _Toc114067699]4.3	Channel access procedures for semi-static channel occupancy
Channel access procedures based on semi-static channel occupancy as described in this Clause, are intended for environments where the absence of other technologies is guaranteed e.g., by level of regulations, private premises policies, etc. 

[bookmark: _Toc114067711]4.4	Channel access procedures for frequency range 2-2
When a gNB is required by regulations to sense a channel(s) for availability for performing transmission(s) on the channel(s) or when a gNB provides UE(s) with higher layer parameters channelAccessMode2-r17 by SIB1 or dedicated configuration indicating that the channel access procedures would be performed by UE before transmission(s) on a channel(s), the channel access procedures described in this clause for accessing the channel(s) on which the transmission(s) are performed by the gNB/UE(s), are applied.




Observation 1: The CCA is a regulatory requirement.
When the parameter is set by the regulatory requirement, the perfect and the only place to configure to RAN is via OAM. It is usually configured per region.
We believe, by regulation, the gNBs in the area is either configured with CCA enabled, or disabled, since it is not mandatory. This is configured via OAM in RAN. UE is informed either by SIB, or RRC signalling.

Proposal 1: RAN3 to agree that Option 1 rely on O&M handling is selected. 
Proposal 2: RAN3 to agree the Reply LS in Annex



3	Proposals
Proposal 1: RAN3 to agree that Option 1 rely on O&M handling is selected. 
Proposal 2: RAN3 to agree the Reply LS in Annex
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[1]	R3-225313	Reply LS on CCA configurations of neighbour cells
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1	Overall description
RAN3 thanks RAN2 for the LS on CCA configurations of neighbor cells. 
The CCA is a regulatory requirement. It should be configured to NG-RAN node via OAM. RAN 3 has agreed to choose Option 1: rely on O&M to handle CCA information provisioning for neighbour cells.
2	Actions
To RAN2
ACTION: 	RAN3 respectfully asks RAN2 to take the above information into account. 

3	Dates of next RAN3 meetings
Updated meeting schedule can be found at: https://portal.3gpp.org/?tbid=373&SubTB=381#/ 
RAN3#118		2022-11-14 - 2022-11-18		Toulouse, FR
RAN3#119		2023-02-27 - 2023-03-03		Athens, GR
