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Introduction

After RAN3#114bis-e meeting, there are left issues as below.
Whether CU sends “congestion assistance information” to assist DU in the setting of the onboarding indication in SIB1.

Whether DU informs CU if it has set the onboarding indication in SIB1 in a given cell so that the CU can check when UE accesses for onboarding in that cell that this accessing is aligned with the SIB1 broadcast.To be continued... 

In this contribution, we provide our views on these issues.

Discussion
In R15, the UAC Assistance Information contained in NETWORK ACCESS RATE REDUCTION message is defined from CU to the DU to indicate a need to reduce the rate at which UEs access the network. Therefore, in past RAN3 meeting, there is a proposal that the onboarding indication (as assistance information) can be signal by CU to the DU to assist DU to set onboarding indication in SIB1. 

In current UAC reduction indication, the CU can  indicates the percentage of signalling traffic expected to be reduced for different UE Access Category. So the UAC bring more flexibility for the operator to control the congestion level.However, RAN2/SA2 has not defined any new UAC for UE onboarding (no new Access Category/Access Identity), if onboarding indication (as assistance information) can be signaled by CU to the DU, CU can not provide enough flexibility to control the congestion level for on-boarding UEs, e.g, some operators have demands to partially block the on-boarding UEs but not block all of the on-boarding UEs. 

Similar issue is also raised in Redcap topic, whether to add Redcap barring assistance information from CU to DU. Since RAN2 agreed that “Do not support the RedCap specific UAC parameters”, all companions agreed that the barring signalling over F1 topic is not pursued in Rel-17 at RAN3#114bis-e meeting[1].  In fact, onboarding is a temporary access and the impact on load is far less than redCap, so onboarding has a lower priority for congestion control.  Similar to the redCap barring issue, the onboarding congestion signalling over F1 topic shall not be pursued in Rel-17.

observation :  RAN3 has agreed that the redcap barring assistance information for congestion control over F1 topic is not pursued in Rel-17.
Proposal : Similar to the redCap barring issue, the onboarding congestion signalling over F1 topic is not pursued in Rel-17.
Conclusion
observation :  RAN3 has agreed that the redcap barring assistance information for congestion control over F1 topic is not pursued in Rel-17.
Proposal : Similar to the redCap barring issue, the onboarding congestion signalling over F1 topic is not pursued in Rel-17.
3. References

[1] R3-221143, Summary of offline discussion of RedCap eDRX support (CB: # RedCap3_eDRX), Ericsson 
1
3

