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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 about the status update on UE location reporting during initial access, and would like to provide the following information.

The location information provided by the UE is used by the NG-RAN node, together with other information, as input for the NNSF for selecting the appropriate AMF at UE attach (Sec. 5.7 of TS 38.410 and the endorsed BL CR, R3-220010). However, UE location is not the only information used by NNSF, so in its absence the gNB should still be able to select the appropriate AMF in most cases. RAN3 confirms RAN2’s understanding that the NG-RAN can reselect an AMF serving a PLMN corresponding to the available UE's current location, determined by other means (including e.g. looking at the serving cell for the UE).
In conclusion, the absence of UE location information at network attach seems acceptable. This might lead to incorrect AMF selection in rare cases, but if this happens the NG-RAN will be able to reselect the correct AMF for the same UE.

2. Actions:

To RAN2, SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 and SA2 group to take the above into account.
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