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1 Introduction

In RAN3#114b-e meeting, the valid RAT MDT configuration issue was discussed but not converged.
In this paper, we provide our analysis on this issue and attach the related TPs.
2 Discussion
According to the agreements in past discussion, theoretically this issue can be grouped into following use cases.
Case 1: the NG-RAN node is a gNB

· 1a: the gNB receives a NR MDT configuration
· 1b: the gNB receives an E-UTRA MDT configuration

· 1c: 1a + 1b

Case 2: the NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB

· 2a: the ng-eNB receives a E-UTRA MDT configuration
· 2b: the ng-eNB receives a NR MDT configuration
· 2c: 2a +2b

The current procedural text for the MDT Configuration IE in NGAP is:
	-
if the Trace Activation IE includes the MDT Configuration IE and if the NG-RAN node is a gNB at least the MDT Configuration-NR IE shall be present, while if the NG-RAN node is an ng-eNB at least the MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE shall be present.


It is clear that the current procedural text above can cover use cases 1a and 1c, 2a and 2c without any further amendment. 
The controversial point is that how the NG-RAN node will proceed with the MDT configuration IE in case of 1b and 2b. There are two options as per the discussion in last meeting. 
· Option 1: Store the MDT configuration received and propagate to target NG-RAN node in further mobility procedures, [2].
· Option 2: Trigger a logical error to AMF with a new cause value, like “Valid RAT MDT configuration is missing”, [3].
From protocol design perspective, we think that the existing procedural text added since Rel-16 for MDT configuration IE intends to treat case 1b and 2b as a logical error. Which implies that we rely on the AMF to verify the NG-RAN node type and send the correct MDT configuration accordingly. Therefore, we prefer to keep this principle no change in Rel-17.  And a logical error to AMF with proper cause value is needed to make the AMF be aware of the error of MDT configuration encoding in NGAP messages.
Proposal 1: RAN3 agree to trigger a logical error to AMF in case 1b and 2b and to introduce a new cause value, e.g., “Valid RAT MDT configuration is missing” in NGAP.
During XnAP handover and Retrieval UE context, the MDT configuration in cases 1a, 1c, 2a, and 2c shall be propagated to target node according to current stage 2 and stage 3 specifications.
The current procedural text for the MDT Configuration IE propagation in XnAP says:
-
the MDT Configuration IE and if the target NG-RAN node is a gNB at least the MDT Configuration-NR IE shall be present, while if the target NG-RAN node is an ng-eNB at least the MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE shall be present. If the target NG-RAN node is a gNB receiving a MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE, or the target NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB receiving a MDT Configuration-NR IE, the target NG-RAN node shall store it as part of the UE context, and propagate it at the next Xn handover as described in TS 37.320 [43].
However, in Xn handover, the current procedural text above prohibits the cases when the target NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB for case 1a and when the target NG-RAN node is a gNB for case 2a. A proposal in [2] proposed to modify the procedural text. We think that the proposal is reasonable, but would prefer to modify the text as following:

-
the MDT Configuration IE If the target NG-RAN node is a gNB receiving a MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE, or the target NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB receiving a MDT Configuration-NR IE, the target NG-RAN node shall store it as part of the UE context, and propagate it at the next Xn handover as described in TS 37.320 [43].
 Proposal 2: RAN3 to remove the limitation to MDT configuration IE propagation on Xn Handover.
And similar change should be made to the Retrieve UE Context procedure. And it is also propose to add the missing text for the inter-RAT case.

The change to the Retrieve UE Context procedure looks like:

-
the MDT Configuration IE. If the target NG-RAN node is a gNB receiving a MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE, or the target NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB receiving a MDT Configuration-NR IE, the target NG-RAN node shall store it as part of the UE context, and propagate it at the next Xn handover as described in TS 37.320 [43].
Proposal 3: RAN3 to agree on the changes to the procedural text of MDT Configuration IE in Retrieve UE Context procedure.
3 Conclusion

In this paper, we further discuss the problem about valid MDT configuration and the related TP are attached in clause 5.
Proposal 1: RAN3 agree to trigger a logical error to AMF in case 1b and 2b and to introduce a new cause value, e.g., “Valid RAT MDT configuration is missing” in NGAP.
Proposal 2: RAN3 to remove the limitation to MDT configuration IE propagation on Xn Handover.

The TPs are provided in the Annex.
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Start of changes
9.3.1.2
Cause

The purpose of the Cause IE is to indicate the reason for a particular event for the NGAP protocol.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	CHOICE Cause Group
	M
	
	
	

	>Radio Network Layer
	
	
	
	

	>>Radio Network Layer Cause 
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Unspecified,

TXnRELOCOverall expiry,

Successful handover,

Release due to NG-RAN generated reason,

Release due to 5GC generated reason,

Handover cancelled,

Partial handover,

Handover failure in target 5GC/NG-RAN node or target system,

Handover target not allowed,

TNGRELOCoverall expiry,

TNGRELOCprep expiry,

Cell not available,

Unknown target ID,

No radio resources available in target cell,

Unknown local UE NGAP ID,

Inconsistent remote UE NGAP ID,

Handover desirable for radio reasons,

Time critical handover,

Resource optimisation handover,

Reduce load in serving cell,

User inactivity,

Radio connection with UE lost,

Radio resources not available,

Invalid QoS combination,

Failure in the radio interface procedure,

Interaction with other procedure,

Unknown PDU Session ID,

Unknown QoS Flow ID,
Multiple PDU Session ID Instances,

Multiple QoS Flow ID Instances,

Encryption and/or integrity protection algorithms not supported,

NG intra-system handover triggered,

NG inter-system handover triggered,

Xn handover triggered,

Not supported 5QI value,
UE context transfer,
IMS voice EPS fallback or RAT fallback triggered,

UP integrity protection not possible,

UP confidentiality protection not possible,

Slice(s) not supported,

UE in RRC_INACTIVE state not reachable,

Redirection,

Resources not available for the slice(s),

UE maximum integrity protected data rate reason,

Release due to CN-detected mobility,
…, N26 interface not available, Release due to pre-emption, Multiple Location Reporting Reference ID Instances, 

RSN not available for the UP,

NPN access denied,

CAG only access denied, Insufficient UE Capabilities, Valid MDT configuration is missing)
	


End of changes
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Start of changes
8.2.1.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.1.2-1: Handover Preparation, successful operation

The source NG-RAN node initiates the procedure by sending the HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target NG-RAN node. When the source NG-RAN node sends the HANDOVER REQUEST message, it shall start the timer TXnRELOCprep.
If the Conditional Handover Information Request IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall consider that the request concerns a conditional handover and shall include the Conditional Handover Information Acknowledge IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

If the Target NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID IE is contained in the Conditional Handover Information Request IE included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, then the target NG-RAN node shall remove the existing prepared conditional HO identified by the Target NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID IE and the Target Cell Global ID IE. It is up to the implementation of the target NG-RAN node when to remove the HO information.

Upon reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the source NG-RAN node shall stop the timer TXnRELOCprep and terminate the Handover Preparation procedure. If the procedure was initiated for an immediate handover, the source NG-RAN node shall start the timer TXnRELOCoverall. The source NG-RAN node is then defined to have a Prepared Handover for that Xn UE-associated signalling.

For each E-RAB ID IE included in the QoS Flow To Be Setup List IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the content of the IE in the UE context and use it for subsequent inter-system handover.
If the Masked IMEISV IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to determine the characteristics of the UE for subsequent handling.

At reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall prepare the configuration of the AS security relation between the UE and the target NG-RAN node by using the information in the UE Security Capabilities IE and the AS Security Information IE in the UE Context Information IE, as specified in TS 33.501 [28].

Upon reception of the PDU Session Resource Setup List IE, contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall behave the same as specified in TS 38.413 [5] for the PDU Session Resource Setup procedure. The target NG-RAN node shall report in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the successful establishment of the result for all the requested PDU session resources. When the target NG-RAN node reports the unsuccessful establishment of a PDU session resource, the cause value should be precise enough to enable the source NG-RAN node to know the reason for the unsuccessful establishment.

For each PDU session if the PDU Session Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the PDU Session Resources To Be Setup List IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall store the received PDU Session Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context and use it when enforcing traffic policing for Non-GBR QoS flows for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [7].
For each QoS flow for which the source NG-RAN node proposes to perform forwarding of downlink data, the source NG-RAN node shall include the DL Forwarding IE set to "DL forwarding proposed" within the Data Forwarding and Offloading Info from source NG-RAN node IE in the PDU Session Resources To Be Setup List IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message. The source NG-RAN node shall include the DL Forwarding IE set to "DL forwarding proposed" for all the QoS flows mapped to a DRB, if it requests a DAPS handover for that DRB. For each PDU session that the target NG-RAN node decides to admit the data forwarding for at least one QoS flow, the target NG-RAN node includes the PDU Session level DL data forwarding GTP-U Tunnel Endpoint IE within the Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node IE in the PDU Session Resource Admitted Info IE contained in the PDU Session Resources Admitted List IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

For each QoS flow for which the source NG-RAN node has not yet received the SDAP end marker packet if QoS flow re-mapping happened before handover, the source NG-RAN node shall include the UL Forwarding Proposal IE within the Data Forwarding and Offloading Info from source NG-RAN node IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, and if the target NG-RAN node decides to admit uplink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow, the target NG-RAN node may include the PDU Session Level UL Data Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node IE in the PDU Session Resources Admitted Item IE contained in the PDU Session Resources Admitted List IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to indicate that it accepts the uplink data forwarding.

For each PDU session resource successfully setup at the target NG-RAN, the target NG-RAN node may allocate resources for additional Xn-U PDU session resource GTP-U tunnels, indicated in the Secondary Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node List IE.
For each PDU session in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, if the Alternative QoS Parameters Set List IE is included in the GBR QoS Flow Information IE in the PDU Session Resources To Be Setup List IE, the target NG-RAN node may accept the setup of the involved QoS flow when notification control has been enabled if the requested QoS parameters set or at least one of the alternative QoS parameters sets can be fulfilled at the time of handover as specified in TS 23.501 [7]. In case the target NG-RAN node accepts the handover fulfilling one of the alternative QoS parameters it shall indicate the alternative QoS parameters set which it can currently fulfil in the Current QoS Parameters Set Index IE within the PDU Session Resources Admitted List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message while setting the QoS parameters towards the UE according to the requested QoS parameters set as specified in TS 23.501 [7].
For each DRB for which the source NG-RAN node proposes to perform forwarding of downlink data, the source NG-RAN node shall include the DRB ID IE and the mapped QoS Flows List IE within the Source DRB to QoS Flow Mapping List IE contained in the PDU Session Resources To Be Setup List IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message. The source NG-RAN node may include the QoS Flow Mapping Indication IE in the Source DRB to QoS Flow Mapping List IE to indicate that only the uplink or downlink QoS flow is mapped to the DRB. If the target NG-RAN node decides to use the same DRB configuration and to map the same QoS flows as the source NG-RAN node, the target NG-RAN node includes the DL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint IE within the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to indicate that it accepts the proposed forwarding of downlink data for this DRB.
The target NG-RAN node may additionally include the Redundant DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE if at least one of the QoS flow mapped to the DRB is eligible to the redundant transmission feature as indicated in the Redundant QoS Flow Indicator IE within the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE received in the HANDOVER REQUEST message for the QoS flow.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the UL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint IE for a given DRB in the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node IE in the PDU Session Resources Admitted List IE and the source NG-RAN node accepts the data forwarding proposed by the target NG-RAN node, the source NG-RAN node shall perform forwarding of uplink data for the DRB.

If the HANDOVER REQUEST includes PDU session resources for PDU sessions associated to S-NSSAIs not supported by target NG-RAN, the target NG-RAN shall reject such PDU session resources. In this case, and if at least one PDU Session Resource To Be Setup Item IE is admitted, the target NG-RAN shall send the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message including the PDU Session Resources Not Admitted List IE listing corresponding PDU sessions rejected at the target NG-RAN.
If the Mobility Restriction List IE is
-
contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall

-
store the information received in the Mobility Restriction List IE in the UE context;

-
use this information to determine a target for the UE during subsequent mobility action for which the NG-RAN node provides information about the target of the mobility action towards the UE, except when one of the PDU sessions has a particular ARP value (TS 23.501 [7]) in which case the information shall not apply;

-
use this information to select a proper SCG during dual connectivity operation.

-
use this information to select proper RNA(s) for the UE when moving the UE to RRC_INACTIVE.

-
not contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall

-
consider that no roaming and no access restriction apply to the UE.

If the Trace Activation IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate the requested trace function as specified in TS 32.422 [23].

If the Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall store this information and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [7].
If the UE Context Reference at the S-NG-RAN IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node may use it as specified in TS 37.340 [8]. In this case, the source NG-RAN node may expect the target NG-RAN node to include the UE Context Kept Indicator IE set to "True" in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, which shall use this information as specified in TS 37.340 [8].

For each PDU session, if the Network Instance IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE and the Common Network Instance IE is not present, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it when selecting transport network resource as specified in TS 23.501 [7].

Redundant transmission:

-
For each PDU session, if the Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information at UPF IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as the uplink termination point for the user plane data for the redundant transmission for the concerned PDU session.

-
For each PDU session, if the Additional Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information at UPF List IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use them as the uplink termination points for the user plane data for the redundant transmission for the concerned PDU session.

-
For each PDU session, if the Redundant Common Network Instance IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it when selecting transport network resource for the redundant transmission as specified in TS 23.501 [7].

-
For each PDU session, if the Redundant PDU Session Information IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the received information in the UE context and set up the redundant user plane for the concerned PDU session, as specified in TS 23.501 [7]. 
If the TSC Traffic Characteristics IE is included in the QoS Flows To Be Setup List in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [7].

For each PDU session, if the Common Network Instance IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE or in the Additional UL NG-U UP TNL Information at UPF List IE, or in the Additional Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information at UPF List IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it when selecting transport network resource for the concerned NG-U transport bearer as specified in TS 23.501 [7].

For each PDU session for which the Security Indication IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE and the Integrity Protection Indication IE or Confidentiality Protection Indication IE is set to "required", the target NG-RAN node shall perform user plane integrity protection or ciphering, respectively. If the NG-RAN node is not able to perform the user plane integrity protection or ciphering, it shall reject the setup of the PDU Session Resources with an appropriate cause value.

If the NG-RAN node is an ng-eNB, it shall reject all PDU sessions for which the Integrity Protection Indication IE is set to "required".

For each PDU session for which the Security Indication IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE and the Integrity Protection Indication IE or the Confidentiality Protection Indication IE is set to "preferred", the target NG-RAN node should, if supported, perform user plane integrity protection or ciphering, respectively and shall notify the SMF whether it succeeded the user plane integrity protection or ciphering or not for the concerned security policy.

For each PDU session for which the Maximum Integrity Protected Data Rate IE is included in the Security Indication IE in the PDU Session Resources To Be Setup List IE, the NG-RAN node shall store the respective information and, if integrity protection is to be performed for the PDU session, it shall enforce the traffic corresponding to the received Maximum Integrity Protected Data Rate IE, for the concerned PDU session and concerned UE, as specified in TS 23.501 [7].
For each PDU session for which the Security Indication IE is included in the PDU Session Resource To Be Setup List IE and the Integrity Protection Indication IE or Confidentiality Protection Indication IE is set to "not needed", the target NG-RAN node shall not perform user plane integrity protection or ciphering, respectively, for the concerned PDU session.

For each PDU session, if the Additional UL NG-U UP TNL Information List IE is included in the PDU Session Resources To Be Setup List IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node may forward the UP transport layer information to the target S-NG-RAN node as the uplink termination point for the user plane data for this PDU session split in different tunnel.
If the Location Reporting Information IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, then the target NG-RAN node should initiate the requested location reporting functionality as defined in TS 38.413 [5].
Upon reception of UE History Information IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall collect the information defined as mandatory in the UE History Information IE and shall, if supported, collect the information defined as optional in the UE History Information IE, for as long as the UE stays in one of its cells, and store the collected information to be used for future handover preparations.

If the Trace Activation IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message which includes 

-
the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT and Trace", then the target NG-RAN node shall if supported, initiate the requested trace session and MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [23].

-
the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT Only" or "Logged MDT only", the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate the requested MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [23] and the target NG-RAN node shall ignore the Interfaces To Trace IE, and the Trace Depth IE.

-
the MDT Location Information IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and take it into account in the requested MDT session.

-
the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT Only" or "Logged MDT only", and if the Signalling based MDT PLMN List IE is included in the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node may use it to propagate the MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the Bluetooth Measurement Configuration IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the WLAN Measurement Configuration IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the Sensor Measurement Configuration IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the MDT Configuration IE. If the target NG-RAN node is a gNB receiving a MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE, or the target NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB receiving a MDT Configuration-NR IE, the target NG-RAN node shall store it as part of the UE context, and propagate it at the next Xn handover as described in TS 37.320 [43].
Next change

8.2.4
Retrieve UE Context

8.2.4.1
General

The purpose of the Retrieve UE Context procedure is to either retrieve the UE context from the old NG-RAN node and transfer it to the NG-RAN node where the UE RRC Connection has been requested to be established, or to enable the old NG-RAN node to forward an RRC message to the UE via the new NG-RAN node without context transfer.

The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.2.4.2
Successful Operation


[image: image2.emf]old 

NG-RAN node

new 

NG-RAN node

RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT REQUEST

RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE


Figure 8.2.4.2-1: Retrieve UE Context, successful operation

The new NG-RAN node initiates the procedure by sending the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT REQUEST message to the old NG-RAN node.

If the old NG-RAN node is able to identify the UE context by means of the UE Context ID, and to successfully verify the UE by means of the integrity protection contained in the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT REQUEST message, and decides to provide the UE context to the new NG-RAN node, it shall respond to the new NG-RAN node with the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message.

If the Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority IE is contained in the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message, the new NG-RAN node shall store this information and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [7].

If the Location Reporting Information IE is included in the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message, then the new NG-RAN node should initiate the requested location reporting functionality as defined in TS 38.413 [5].

If the Trace Activation IE is included in the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message which includes 

-
the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT and Trace", then the target NG-RAN node shall if supported, initiate the requested trace session and MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [23].

-
the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT Only" or "Logged MDT only", the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, initiate the requested MDT session as described in TS 32.422 [23] and the target NG-RAN node shall ignore the Interfaces To Trace IE, and the Trace Depth IE.

-
the MDT Location Information IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store this information and take it into account in the requested MDT session.

-
the MDT Activation IE set to "Immediate MDT Only" or "Logged MDT only", and if the Signalling based MDT PLMN List IE is included in the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node may use it to propagate the MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the Bluetooth Measurement Configuration IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the WLAN Measurement Configuration IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].
-
the Sensor Measurement Configuration IE, within the MDT Configuration IE, take it into account for MDT Configuration as described in TS 37.320 [43].

-
the MDT Configuration IE. If the target NG-RAN node is a gNB receiving a MDT Configuration-EUTRA IE, or the target NG-RAN node is a ng-eNB receiving a MDT Configuration-NR IE, the target NG-RAN node shall store it as part of the UE context, and propagate it at the next Xn handover as described in TS 37.320 [43].
End of changes
