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>>> START OF CHANGE <<<

[bookmark: _Toc478131240]5.9.2	NAS node selection function
The interconnection of eNBs to multiple MME / S-GWs is supported by the LTE/EPS architecture (see 3GPP TS 23.401 [9]). Therefore a NAS node selection function is located in the eNB to determine the MME association of the UE.
This functionality is located in the eNB to determine and establish an association between a given UE and one of the MME nodes that comprise the pool area the eNB belongs to.
It then enables proper routeing via the S1-MME interface.
On S1, no specific procedure corresponds to the NAS node selection function.
The S1 interface supports the indication by the MME of its relative capacity to the eNB, in order to achieve load-balanced MMEs within the pool area.
When the eNB is configured to ensure that the selected MME serves the country where the UE is located, as described in 3GPP TS 23.401 [9], the eNB takes into account UE location information, if available, when determining the MME. 
Editor’s note: Text may need to be revised depending on RAN2/SA2/RAN3 progress.
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