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	Reason for change:
	

For the data forwarding for SN-terminated bearers, and for handover from the ENDC to SA, 
· the data forwarding can happen from the source SgNB to the target gNB (i.e. source SgNB->SGW(PGW)->UPF->target gNB). 

While in the current ENDC procedures, the forwarding addresses are described as the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of DL/UL PDUs, e.g, as excerpted from the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message below: 
	>>>>DL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of DL PDUs

	>>>>UL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	O
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	Identifies the X2 transport bearer used for forwarding of UL PDUs



It can be observed that this semantic descriptions highly restrict that the data forwarding happens only via the MN for SN-terminated bearers. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, in case of ENDC to SA handover, it is beneifical for the source SN to be aware whether the data forwarding addresses are used for the X2 or S1 explicitly, so as to use the proper source TNL addresses. 

Note that the above analysis is also applicable for intra-EPS handover, and intra-5GS handover. 



	
	

	Summary of change:
	· Add Data Forwarding Info from SMF in the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message.  
 
Impact Analysis:
Impact assessment towards the previous version of the specification (same release): 
This CR has isolated impact with the previous version of the specification (same release) because it is related to the data forwarding invovling MR-DC.
The impact can be considered isolated because the change only affects the data forwarding related to the SN.



	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	The data forwarding has to be relayed by the MN for SN-terminated bearers during handover, which is inefficient. 
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For the retrieval of a UE context, the Xn-U Address Indication procedure is used to provide forwarding addresses from the new NG-RAN node to the old NG-RAN node for all PDU session resources successfully established at the new NG-RAN node for which forwarding was requested.
For MR-DC with 5GC, the Xn-U Address Indication procedure is used to provide data forwarding related information, and Xn-U bearer address information for completion of setup of SN terminated bearers from the M-NG-RAN node to the S-NG-RAN node as specified in TS 37.340 [8],
The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
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Figure 8.2.6.2-1: Xn-U Address Indication, successful operation for UE context retrieval


Figure 8.2.6.2-2: Xn-U Address Indication, successful operation for MR-DC with 5GC
UE Context Retrieval
The Xn-U Address Indication procedure is initiated by the new NG-RAN node. Sending the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message, the new NG-RAN node informs the old NG-RAN node of successfully established PDU Session Resource contexts to which user data pending at the old NG-RAN node can be forwarded.
The new NG-RAN node may include Secondary Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node List IE for an additional Xn-U tunnel for data forwarding.
Upon reception of the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message, the old NG-RAN node should forward pending user data to the indicated TNL addresses.
MR-DC with 5GC
The Xn-U Address Indication procedure is initiated by the M-NG-RAN node. 
Upon reception of the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message, in case of data forwarding, the S-NG-RAN node should forward pending DL user data to the indicated TNL addresses; in case Data Forwarding Info from target E-UTRAN node IE is received, the S-NG-RAN node should perform inter-system direct data forwarding to the indicated TNL addresses as specified in TS38.300 [9]; in case of completion of Xn-U bearer establishment for SN terminated bearers, the S-NG-RAN node may start delivery of user data to the indicated TNL address, and shall, if supported, use the received QoS Mapping Information IE within the DRBs to Be Setup List IE in the PDU Session Resource Setup Complete Info – SN terminated IE to set DSCP and/or flow label fields for the delivery of user data to the indicated TNL address.
If the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message includes the DRB IDs taken into use IE, the S-NG-RAN node shall, if applicable, act as specified in TS 37.340 [8].
If the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message includes the CHO MR-DC Indicator IE, the S-NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider that the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message concerns a Conditional Handover, and act as specified in TS 37.340 [8].
If the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message includes the CHO MR-DC Early Data Forwarding Indicator IE set to "stop", the S-NG-RAN node shall, if supported and if already initiated, stop early data forwarding for the provided Data Forwarding Address information.
If the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message includes the Data Forwarding Info from SMF IE, the S-NG-RAN node shall, if supported, consider it as NG-U transport bearer(s) used for data forwarding.

<Unchanged Text Omitted>

[bookmark: _Toc20955190][bookmark: _Toc29991385][bookmark: _Toc36555785][bookmark: _Toc44497492][bookmark: _Toc45107880][bookmark: _Toc45901500][bookmark: _Toc51850579][bookmark: _Toc56693582][bookmark: _Toc64447125][bookmark: _Toc66286619][bookmark: _Toc74151314][bookmark: _Toc88653786]9.1.1.11	XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION
This message is either sent by the new NG-RAN node to transfer data forwarding information to the old NG-RAN node, or by the M-NG-RAN node to provide either data forwarding or Xn-U bearer address related information for SN terminated bearers to the S-NG-RAN node.
Direction: new NG-RAN node  old NG-RAN node, M-NG-RAN node  S-NG-RAN node.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.3.1
	
	YES
	reject

	New NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID reference
	M
	
	NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID
9.2.3.16
	Allocated at the new NG-RAN node
	YES
	ignore

	Old NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID reference
	M
	
	NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID
9.2.3.16
	Allocated at the old NG-RAN node
	YES
	ignore

	Xn-U Address Information per PDU Session Resources List
	
	1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>Xn-U Address Information per PDU Session Resources Item
	
	1..<maxnoofPDUSessions>
	
	
	–
	

	>>PDU Session ID 
	M
	
	9.2.3.18
	
	–
	

	>>Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node
	O
	
	Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node
9.2.1.16
	
	–
	

	>>Secondary Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node List
	O
	
	9.2.1.31
	This IE would be present only when the target M-NG-RAN node decide to split a PDU session between MN and SN
	YES
	ignore

	>>PDU Session Resource Setup Complete Info – SN terminated
	O
	
	9.2.1.30
	
	–
	

	>>DRB IDs taken into use
	O
	
	DRB List 9.2.1.29
	Indicating the DRB IDs taken into use by the target NG-RAN node, as specified in TS 37.340 [8].
	YES
	reject

	>>Data Forwarding Info from target E-UTRAN node
	O
	
	9.2.1.35
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>Data Forwarding Info from SMF
	O
	
	Data Forwarding Info from target NG-RAN node
9.2.1.16
	Indicating the NG transport bearers used for forwarding.
	YES
	ignore

	CHO MR-DC Indicator
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, ...)
	Indicating that the XN-U ADDRESS INDICATION message is for Conditional Handover, as specified in TS 37.340 [8].
	YES
	Reject

	CHO MR-DC Early Data Forwarding Indicator
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (stop, ...)
	
	YES
	ignore



	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofPDUSsessions
	Maximum no. of PDU sessions. Value is 256



<Unchanged Text Omitted>

	

[bookmark: _Toc20955408][bookmark: _Toc29991616][bookmark: _Toc36556019][bookmark: _Toc44497804][bookmark: _Toc45108191][bookmark: _Toc45901811][bookmark: _Toc51850892][bookmark: _Toc56693896][bookmark: _Toc64447440][bookmark: _Toc66286934][bookmark: _Toc74151632][bookmark: _Toc88654106]9.3.5	Information Element definitions
-- ASN1START
-- **************************************************************
--
-- Information Element Definitions
--
-- **************************************************************
<Unchanged Text Omitted>

	id-AdditionLocationInformation,
	id-dataForwardingInfoFromTargetE-UTRANnode,
[bookmark: _Hlk89168732]	id-Cause,
	id-dataForwardingInfoFromSMF,
	maxEARFCN,
	maxnoofAllowedAreas,

<Unchanged Text Omitted>
XnUAddressInfoperPDUSession-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofPDUSessions)) OF XnUAddressInfoperPDUSession-Item

XnUAddressInfoperPDUSession-Item ::= SEQUENCE {
	pduSession-ID			PDUSession-ID,
	dataForwardingInfoFromTargetNGRANnode		DataForwardingInfoFromTargetNGRANnode										OPTIONAL,
	pduSessionResourceSetupCompleteInfo-SNterm			PDUSessionResourceBearerSetupCompleteInfo-SNterminated		OPTIONAL,
	iE-Extension			ProtocolExtensionContainer { { XnUAddressInfoperPDUSession-Item-ExtIEs} }					OPTIONAL,
	...
}

XnUAddressInfoperPDUSession-Item-ExtIEs XNAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {
{ ID id-SecondarydataForwardingInfoFromTarget-List	CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION SecondarydataForwardingInfoFromTarget-List	PRESENCE optional}|
{ ID id-DRB-IDs-takenintouse						CRITICALITY reject	EXTENSION DRB-List												PRESENCE optional}|
{ ID id-dataForwardingInfoFromTargetE-UTRANnode		CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION DataForwardingInfoFromTargetE-UTRANnode		PRESENCE optional}|
{ ID id-dataForwardingInfoFromSMF					CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION DataForwardingInfoFromTargetNGRANnode		PRESENCE optional},
	...
}

<Unchanged Text Omitted>
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-- ASN1START
-- **************************************************************
--
-- Constant definitions
--
-- **************************************************************

<Unchanged Text Omitted>
id-QoS-Mapping-Information																			ProtocolIE-ID ::= 250
id-AdditionLocationInformation																		ProtocolIE-ID ::= 251
id-dataForwardingInfoFromTargetE-UTRANnode															ProtocolIE-ID ::= 252
id-dataForwardingInfoFromSMF																		ProtocolIE-ID ::= aaa

<Unchanged Text Omitted>
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