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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is discussing on NAS PDU delivery in NG-RAN node during PDU session modification procedure and two options are on the table as below:

Option 1: NG-RAN node always sends the NAS-PDU to UE no matter the PDU Session Modification procedure succeeds or not

Option 2: NG-RAN node sends the NAS-PDU to UE only when PDU Session Modification procedure succeeds 

Views are split in RAN3 on which alternative should be adopted. In the meanwhile, there are two different understandings on the following statement in 23.502 :
If the PDU Session modification is UE triggered and the N2 SM information indicates modification failure, the SMF shall reject the PDU session modification by including a N1 SM container with a PDU Session Modification Reject message (see clause 8.3.3 of TS 24.501 [25]) in the Nsmf_PDUSession_UpdateSMContext Response in step 7b. Step 8 is skipped in this case.

Understanding 1: SMF would send PDU Session Modification Reject message to UE if SMF finds that the UE requested modification on the PDU session is rejected by NG-RAN node no matter other modifications e.g. TNL address update included in the same N2 message succeeds or not. 

Understanding 2: SMF would send PDU session Modification Reject message to UE only when all of the modification requests included in the N2 message failed. In another word, SMF would not send the PDU Session Modification Reject message to UE if SMF finds that all the UE requested modifications on the PDU session are rejected by NG-RAN node while other modifications without related NAS PDU, e.g. TNL address update succeeds.

RAN3 would like to know which understanding is correct.
2. Actions:

To SA2:
ACTION: RAN3 respectfully asks SA2 to provide feedbacks on above issue.
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