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Introduction

In last meeting, the optimization for NR-U has been discussed, and some agreements have been reached as below [1].
Agree to the introduction of the following metrics to the Resource Status Indication and Resource Status Reporting procedures over Xn:
-
To report, as part of load information for cells supporting NR-U, information about the time when the cell resources of the NR-U cell were accessible, i.e. when access to such resources by means of LBT was successful

-
During the time when NR-U resources are accessible, to report load metrics currently in the Xn: Resource Status Update 

-
To report such load metrics on a per cell and per NR-U channel (20MHz) granularity

Details on the metrics definition is FFS

Agree that the metrics above are collected at RAN level and have no UE impact
In this contribution, we will further discuss the load balancing optimization for NR-U
Discussion
In last RAN3 meeting, some progress has been made in the offline discussion[1], and it was agreed that the following structure of load balancing optimization for NR-U should be used as the starting point.
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In detail, the NR-U Channel List was introduced with the IE NR-U Channel and Channel Availability to report the load status of the NR-U channel. However, some details of the newly introduced load metrics should be clarified. 

For the IE NR-U Channel, the current description is “The NR-U channel utilized in the last reporting period”. To identify this IE, it seems that an ID should be allocated, and the IE type and reference could be “BIT STRING (SIZE(FFS))”.

For the IE Channel Availability, one thing should be clarified is that this IE should be obtained from OAM or UE measurement report. In addition, as shown above, one alternative for the IE Channel Availability is the IE Channel Occupancy. It seems that the two IEs have the similar function to indicate the usage of the NR-U channel,i.e., when the channel is free, the IE Channel Availability could be 100, and the IE Channel Occupancy could be 0. Therefore, before the further comparison of the two IEs, the difference between them should be clarified.
Proposal: The details of the newly introduced load metrics for NR-U channel should be clarified, i.e., the difference between the IE Channel Availability and Channel Occupancy.

3. Conclusion

In this contribution , the proposals is:

Proposal: The details of the newly introduced load metrics for NR-U channel should be clarified.
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