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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 notices in the description of TS 23.502, N2 based handover can be triggered in multiple conditions.One of the trigger is target RAN node provide an error indication for no IP connectivity between T-RAN and S-UPF. 

	“The source NG-RAN decides to initiate an N2-based handover to the target NG-RAN. This can be triggered, for example, due to new radio conditions or load balancing, if there is no Xn connectivity to the target NG-RAN, an error indication from the target NG-RAN after an unsuccessful Xn-based handover (i.e. no IP connectivity between T-RAN and S-UPF), or based on dynamic information learnt by the S-RAN”


One interpretation of the indicator in RAN3 is to introduce a new XnAP cause value. With the cause value the source RAN node can recognize the situation and may trigger N2 based handover. However there is no consensus in RAN3 about the new cause value.

Another interpretation of the indication that since the connective configuration is relative static, then it is possible for source RAN node aware the situation via OAM co-ordinate. In this understanding, the error indication is not used in RAN and If the description relate the error indication not removed then discrepancy exist between TS23.502 and TS 38.423.  However there is no consensus on this interpretation.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to take the above information into consideration and provide the clarification.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:
3GPP RAN3#114bis-e

Jan.17~26, 2022

3GPP RAN3#115-e
          Feb. 21~Mar. 3, 2022
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