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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA6 for the LS.

Mission-Critical support in LTE, including group calls, was introduced in Rel-12 based on the GCSE-LTE architecture (TR 23.768). One of the underlying assumptions behind this architecture is that the application server selects between unicast (EPS bearers) and multicast (MBMS) delivery according to e.g. cell load, number of interested UEs, and their location.
At least for some operators, deploying MBMS is not an option. If MBMS is not deployed, only unicast functionality is available to support MC services, and this may cause the issue at hand in some cases.

RAN3 agreed to add a dedicated cause value in S1AP and W1AP, to signal to the MME that a bearer setup request has failed due to a pre-emption rate limitation in the eNB.
2. Actions:

To SA6, SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA6, SA2 group to take the above into account and align their specifications if needed.
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