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[bookmark: _Hlk77866773]1	Introduction
During RAN3#112-e, it was decided that TS 38.425 aka NR user plane protocol will be used to transport UP data between eNB-CP and eNB-UP deployed in E-UTRAN. This contribution is aiming to discuss extending the NR user plane specification to include not only user plane data packets transferred from the node hosting the NR PDCP to the corresponding node but also user plane data packets transferred from a node hosting an E-UTRA PDCP.
[bookmark: _Hlk77866817]2	Discussion
During the previous RAN3#112 meeting it has been decided to:
Use TS 38.425 as the UP specification for LTE CP-UP split in E-UTRAN.
In order to enable use of the NR user plane specification for LTE CP-UP split in E-UTRAN when the User Plane entity is hosting E-UTRA PDCP, updates of the TS 38.425 would be needed so that not only user data packets transferred from the node hosting a NR PDCP to the corresponding node are considered but also E-UTRA PDCP PDUs are also covered.
We propose to start with a simple and smooth update of the existing functionalities by bringing to TS 38.425 elements that are already present in TS 36.425. 
1. NR user plane protocol for E-UTRA PDCP will support at least functions already supported by X2 interface user plane protocol (TS 36.425)
For new functions that are introduced in TS 38.425 and are missing from TS 36.425, it is proposed to discuss case by case if such function shall be supported for E-UTRA PDCP. As a general rule, functions with impact on E-UTRA PDCP or on LTE in general shall not be supported. And functions with no impact on E-UTRA PDCP or on LTE in general should be supported.
Observation 1: Functions with impact on E-UTRA PDCP or on LTE in general shall not be supported
Observation 2: Functions with no impact on E-UTRA PDCP or on LTE in general should be supported
1. RAN3 to discuss and decide what are the additional functions from NR user plane protocol to be supported for E-UTRA PDCP

The next question is how to capture E-UTRA PDCP in TS 38.425. In principle there are two main alternatives to introduce E-UTRA PDCP to cover the LTE CP-UP split in E-UTRAN in TS 38.425:
a) The first one would be to have an overall statement stating “that NR PDCP also mean E-UTRA PDCP unless specified”
Depending on the discussion on functions to be supported for E-UTRA PDCP, we believe that such statement could be a quite drastic change as there are many new NR functions that are specified in TS 38.425 which are missing from TS 36.425.
b) We believe that a much simpler solution exists. This alternative would be that functions where the frame elements and associated functions are to be supported for E-UTRA PDCP will be referenced to 38.425 by dropping the “NR” from the “NR PDCP” references in 38.425. That would make the applicability of these functions “RAT neutral” and correspondingly generic.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk78556682]We propose to update TS 38.425 by dropping “NR” from the “NR PDCP” references in TS38.425 for functions to be supported for E-UTRA PDCP and keep the NR reference to functions that are only supported for NR PDCP, as requested in [1]
3	Conclusion
In this contribution we have made the following proposals:
1. NR user plane protocol for E-UTRA PDCP will support at least functions already supported by X2 interface user plane protocol (TS 36.425)
1. RAN3 to discuss and decide what are the additional functions from NR user plane protocol to be supported for E-UTRA PDCP
1. We propose to update TS 38.425 by dropping “NR” from the “NR PDCP” references in TS38.425 for functions to be supported for E-UTRA PDCP and keep the NR reference to functions that are only supported for NR PDCP, as requested in [1]
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