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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for their LS on RACS capability detection with S1 and NG handover.

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that the general protocol mechanism that allows for one interface instance the involved network entity to mutually learn about the support status, such mechanism was not intended to work across several instances of interfaces.

For RACS, it has been assumed that the source node, if the source RAN would be aware of the non-support of RACS in certain (neighbouring) parts of the network, the source RAN would include some minimum capability information in order to guarantee that HO does not fail.

Further, RACS related information was deemed to be part of the UE Context, and at CN-node based handovers, the UE Context at the target RAN is established by its serving CN node. Therefore, it is also not possible to rely e.g. on the source to target container and a possible exchange of information based the criticality of IEs signalled in the container (such possibility was not foreseen for any information contained in the HO containers up to now).

The only solutions remaining for Rel-16 appears to be either homogenous support of RACS or OAM.

RAN3, however, will continue discussing solutions for Rel-17 to generalise the communication between target and source RAN node at failed HO via CN nodes to provide information about protocol elements not supported by the target RAN node within a transparent failure container.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: RAN3 asks SA2 to take the above reply into account
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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