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1. Introduction
This contribution discusses the optional presence of NASC IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and clarify the NASC IE is to be mandatory included for EPS to 5GS handover.

2. Discussion
The NASC IE represent the NAS Container that contains the information that is transparent to RAN node, this IE is mandatory present for the handover from EPS to 5GS, as quoted from 38.331:
	RRCReconfiguration-v1530-IEs ::=            SEQUENCE {
    masterCellGroup                         OCTET STRING (CONTAINING CellGroupConfig)                              OPTIONAL, -- Need M
    fullConfig                              ENUMERATED {true}                                                      OPTIONAL, -- Cond FullConfig
    dedicatedNAS-MessageList                SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxDRB)) OF DedicatedNAS-Message                     OPTIONAL, -- Cond nonHO
    masterKeyUpdate                         MasterKeyUpdate                                                        OPTIONAL, -- Cond MasterKeyChange
    dedicatedSIB1-Delivery                  OCTET STRING (CONTAINING SIB1)                                         OPTIONAL, -- Need N
    dedicatedSystemInformationDelivery      OCTET STRING (CONTAINING SystemInformation)                            OPTIONAL, -- Need N
    otherConfig                             OtherConfig                                                            OPTIONAL, -- Need M
    nonCriticalExtension                    RRCReconfiguration-v1540-IEs                                           OPTIONAL
}
...
MasterKeyUpdate ::=                 SEQUENCE {
    keySetChangeIndicator           BOOLEAN,
    nextHopChainingCount            NextHopChainingCount,
    nas-Container                   OCTET STRING                                                     OPTIONAL,    -- Cond securityNASC
    ...
}
...
	securityNASC
	This field is mandatory present in case of inter system handover. Otherwise the field is optionally present, need N







However in the NGAP: HANDOVER REQUEST message, the correspondent NACS IE is optional. This may create inter-operability problem if the NACS IE is not present but it required in RRC to set the nas-Container for the EPS to 5GS handover.
We therefore propose to clarify in the NGAP: HANDOVER REQUEST message the NASC IE shall be present for the EPS to 5GS handover.
3. Proposal
Proposal 1: it is proposed to clarify in the NGAP HANDOVER REQUEST message the NASC IE shall be present for the EPS to 5GS handover.
The companion CRs are provided.
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