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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is discussing how to support the signalling flow shown in Annex A.3 of TS 38.300 in gNB-CU-CP/UP split scenario, especially on how to trigger step 2 and/or 3 since it is the gNB-CU-UP to receive the first DL packet of the QoS flow without association to any DRB from the UPF. There is consensus that the gNB-CU-UP should notify the gNB-CU-CP when such case happens, but RAN3 is not sure when/how to deliver the DL packets of the unmapped QoS flow, i.e. buffer the data in gNB-CU-UP or transfer via default/other dedicated DRBs.
One possible option is that the gNB-CU-UP may firstly use the default DRB (if configured) to deliver the DL packets of the unmapped QoS flow before gNB-CU-CP configures the QFI to DRB mapping rule for the QoS flow, in order to mitigate packet delay as much as possible. 
2. Actions:

To SA2:
ACTION: RAN3 respectfully asks RAN2 whether it is possible for the gNB-CU-UP to use the default DRB temporarily to deliver downlink packets with a QFI without association to any DRB yet, before the determination of the QoS flow to DRB mapping by the gNB-CU-CP.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #114-e
1st – 11th November 2021
E-meeting

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #TBD
17th – 26th January 2022 (TBD)
E-meeting (TBD)

