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	Reason for change:
	
The EN-DC to SA inter-system handover with the shared SgNB/gNB case is supported, with the the procedure provided in section 10.16.2 of TS 37.340. Typically
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK20]Over NGAP, the SgNB UE X2AP ID IE is included in the container in the Handover Request message for the target gNB to infer the node-internal direct data forwarding. 

But when the source MeNB receives the Handover Command, and sends the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message to the source SgNB, the source SgNB may, however, release UE context. Hence not only the node-internal direct data forwarding can not be performed, but also the source SgNB/target gNB can not continue to serve the UE any longer. 

Note that a very similar procedure has already been defined for the intra-system MN change without SN change, as specified in section 10.7 of TS 37.340. The brief procedure is depicted as follows. 
· Step 1: the source MN includes the source SN UE X2AP ID, SN ID to the target MN;
· Step 2: the target MN sends the SN UE X2AP ID to the SN; and the SN replies. 
· Step 3: the target MN indicates to the source MN that the UE context in the SN is kept, by including the UE Context Kept Indicator; 
· Step 4: the source MN sends the UE Context Kept Indicator to the SN, to indicate the UE context in SN is kept. 

Hence for the EN-DC to SA inter-system handover with shared SgNB/gNB case, the above step3 like procedure can be used. That is, 
The target NG-RAN node indicates to the source MeNB that the UE context in the SN is kept. 
The source MeNB can take the same step 4 procedure: The source MeNB can indicate to the SgNB that the UE context is kept. 

The potential specification changes include: 
· Add the UE Context Kept Indicator IE in the Target NG-RAN node to Source NG-RAN node Transparent Container in TS 38.413. 
· Update the descriptions on the UE Context Kept Indicator IE in TS 36.423, applicable for the EN-DC to SA inter-system handover with the shared SgNB/gNB case as well. 
· Add descriptions in TS 37.340 that source MeNB indicates to the source SgNB that the UE context in the SN is kept. 




	
	

	Summary of change:
	  Update the descriptions on the UE Context Kept Indicator IE, applicable for the EN-DC to SA inter-system handover with the shared SgNB/gNB case. 


 
Impact Analysis:
Impact assessment towards the previous version of the specification (same release): 
This CR has isolated impact with the previous version of the specification (same release) because it relates to the inter-system handover from EPS to 5GC with shared SgNB/gNB case. 
The impact can be considered isolated.



	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	The UE context is unexpectedly released by the source SgNB/target gNB, for the shared SgNB/gNB case. 
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[bookmark: _Toc20954548][bookmark: _Toc29902553][bookmark: _Toc29906557][bookmark: _Toc36550547][bookmark: _Toc45104304][bookmark: _Toc45227800][bookmark: _Toc45891614][bookmark: _Toc51764258][bookmark: _Toc56528259][bookmark: _Toc64382226][bookmark: _Toc66283801][bookmark: _Toc67911177]9.2.85	UE Context Kept Indicator
This IE indicates that the UE Context at the SeNB/SgNB is kept in case of inter-MeNB handover without SeNB/SgNB Change procedure or inter-system handover from EPS to 5GS with the Secondary Node used as target procedure, as specified in TS 36.300 [15] or TS37.340 [32]. 
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	UE Context Kept Indicator
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (True, …)
	










	


