[bookmark: _Ref452454252]3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #112-e	R3-212306
[bookmark: _Hlk490060723][bookmark: _Hlk69318496]E-meeting, 17 – 28 May, 2021


Agenda item:	8.1
Source:	Ericsson
Title:		Discussion on HO Terminology
Document for:	Discussion and Approval
1	Introduction
In [1] RAN3 received an LS asking “RAN3 to develop terminology for separating "legacy" handover from handovers in general”. This paper discusses the LS and provides a way forward.
3	Discussion
The LS in [1] points at the existence of different types of handovers and categorises these as follows:
1. "Ordinary" or "Legacy" Handover.
2. Conditional Handover, CHO. See TS 38.00 clause 3.2.
3. Dual Active Protocol Stack Handover, DAPS Handover. See TS 38.300 clause 3.2.
4. Possible future forms of handover, yet to be specified. Note that in the future, CHO might be considered a "legacy" handover type.
5. Handovers in general, including items 1 to 4.

With regards to what is referred above as “"Ordinary" or "Legacy" Handover”, it is our understanding that this can be referred to as what described in section 9.2.3.1 of TS38.300 under cell level mobility. The description of relevance does not include DAPS HOs. It is also worth noting that section 9.2.3.1 of TS38.300 takes the Xn based HO as an example, but the same HO procedure could be described over the NG interface.
Observation 1: “Ordinary” HOs are described in section 9.2.3.1 of TS38.300 under cell level mobility, where Xn HOs are taken as example and where DAPS details should not be considered
As described in SA5’s LS, such type of “ordinary” HOs may be also described as an HO where a single HO target is configured and where HO preparation happens right before HO execution while the UE disconnects from source before it re-connects to the target.
It is proposed to align the terminology with the existing definitions of CHO and DAPS handovers in TS38.300 and to define such types of HOs as follows:

Basic Handover: a handover procedure where a single handover target is configured and where the source RAN connection is released after reception of RRC message for handover and before successful random access to the target gNB (see description in section 9.2.3.1 under cell level mobility, excluding DAPS details)

The remaining types of handovers listed in the LS from SA5 should not need an explicit definition. Namely,
· CHOs and DAPS HOs are already clearly defined in TS38.300
· Future types of HOs can be simply referred as “Future HO procedures” and they would not need a formal definition
· Handovers in general can be referred to as “HOs of all types” or “All forms of HOs” and they would not need a formal definition

It is therefore proposed to define “Basic Handovers” as above and to communicate such proposal to RAN2 and SA5.

Proposal: It is proposed to provide a definition of Basic Handovers as part of TS38.300 and to communicate such proposal via LS to RAN2 and SA5. 
 
3	Conclusion
This paper discussed the LS received from SA5 in [1] and proposed a way forward captured in the following observation and proposal:
Observation 1: “Ordinary” HOs are described in section 9.2.3.1 of TS38.300 under cell level mobility, where Xn HOs are taken as example and where DAPS details should not be considered
Proposal: It is proposed to provide a definition of Basic Handovers as part of TS38.300 and to communicate such proposal via LS to RAN2 and SA5. 

It is proposed to agree to the draft LS in R3-212305 and to the CR to TS38.300 in R3-212304
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