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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks RAN2 for their LS on location aspects in NTN and would like to provide an answer to RAN2’s question: RAN2 would like to ask RAN3, SA3-LI and SA2 to confirm whether the current functionality identified above is sufficient for use in Non-Terrestrial Networks including initial registration procedure.
Mobility measurements obtained from the UE, TAC and cell ID are sufficient in most cases to drive the NNSF decision. For the NTN case, in case the above information is not sufficient (e.g. extreme cases, desert areas etc.), additional information on UE location (e.g. GNSS location information) might be needed for NNSF.
Current GNSS location methods rely on transferring GNSS measurements between the UE and the LMF transparently to the RAN. Furthermore, with current LCS architecture it is not possible for the RAN to act as positioning client except as a deployment option, and in any case it is not possible to signal the positioning result from the LMF to the RAN. In addition, such a procedure would be extremely inefficient, with a high latency. For this reason, current LCS functionality does not seem fit for the purpose of driving NNSF.
Therefore, if additional UE location information is needed to drive NNSF, it seems beneficial for the NG-RAN node to receive GNSS location information directly from the UE.

2. Actions:

To [RANx, SAx, and CTx] group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 group to take the above into account.
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