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1. Introduction
The signalling transport for the eNB CP-UP separation was discussed during RAN3#111-e. In R3-210977 [1], the summary of the offline discussion was presented. This paper tried to have further discussions on this topic.
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The following was excerpted from the chairnotes of RAN3#111-e, from which we could see that the signalling transport related issues are almost stable, the rest of the paper tries to summarize and give text proposals.
- use SCTP as transport bearer for AP signaling
- reuse the E1 signaling bearer protocol stack for the new interface 
- the same functions as specified for E1 signaling bearer should also be supported over the new interface
- DTLS over SCTP should be supported
Common understanding is that IPsec is feasible
- Multiple SCTP endpoints per CP/UP pair should be supported
Common understanding is that the same principles as for all current RAN3 interfaces are kept
- The first SCTP association could be triggered either by CP or by UP, but the additional SCTP associations should be initiated by UP
- SCTP multi-homing should also be supported
-	Continue to discuss if anything is missing; To be continued...
3. Discussion
The functions provided by E1 signalling bearer are as follows:
-	Provision of reliable transfer of E1AP message over E1 interface.
-	Provision of networking and routeing function
-	Provision of redundancy in the signalling network
-	Support for flow control and congestion control
We think the same functions should also be supported over the new interface. They were also agreed in the last meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc423019661][bookmark: _Toc423019946][bookmark: _Toc423020275][bookmark: _Toc423020292][bookmark: _Toc423020300]Proposal 1:  The functions as specified for E1 signalling bearer should also be supported over the new interface.
In the stage 2 specification, only few occurrences of gNB-CU-CP and gNB-CU-UP appear. Therefore, it is easy to add the new eNB logical entities to each occurrence of gNB-CU-CP and gNB-CU-UP. 
Proposal 2:  Capture the new logical entities to each occurrence of gNB-CU-CP and gNB-CU-UP for ng-eNB-CU and eNB CP-UP separation in TS 38.462.
The corresponding text proposals are shown in R3-212026 [2].
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Based on the discussion in this paper, we propose the following:
Proposal 1:	The functions as specified for E1 signalling bearer should also be supported over the new interface.
[bookmark: _Toc423020280]Proposal 2:	Capture the new logical entities to each occurrence of gNB-CU-CP and gNB-CU-UP for ng-eNB-CU and eNB CP-UP separation in TS 38.462.
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