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1
Introduction

In the paper we discuss an issue in the RESOURCE STATUS REQUEST message in TS 38.423 and propose solutions to solve this issue. 
2
Discussion
2.1 Mismatch between the tabular and the ASN.1 definition

The RESOURCE STATUS REQUEST message is introduced in TS 38.423 in Release 16. The IEs SSB To Report List and Slice To Report List are included in the message, as the following:
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But the corresponding ASN.1 definition for the 2 IEs is defined as following:

CellToReport ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofCellsinNG-RANnode)) OF CellToReport-Item

CellToReport-Item
::= SEQUENCE {


cell-ID








GlobalNG-RANCell-ID,
sSBToReport-List                        SSBToReport-List,

sliceToReport-List                      SliceToReport-List,


iE-Extensions





ProtocolExtensionContainer { { CellToReport-Item-ExtIEs} }
OPTIONAL,


...

}

There is a mismatch between the tabular and the ASN.1.
2.2 Solutions for the issue

There are 3 solutions:
Solution 1: change the ASN.1, i.e. set the 2 IEs as optional in the ASN.1 definition.

Solution 2: add 2 “ignore flag” for the 2 IEs separately to indicate one or both of the 2 IEs can be ignored. 

Solution 3: change the presence of the two IE in the tabular to Mandatory.

Based on offline discussion with some companies, Solution 3 is not favoured by companies. Because it mandates a node to always request resource status for SSB and slice. 

Solution 1 is a clean approach. But it’s a NBC change.
Solution 2 is in BC way. Introducing two flags seems not so good. The solution also needs to impact the procedure text (to ignore IEs) a bit.
Solution 1 is preferred.
Proposal: Agree Solution 1 and the CR in [1].
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