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1	Introduction
RAN3 has received a liaison statement from RAN2 in [1], asking whether gNB can report E-UTRA measurement to the LMF for E-CID positioning in Rel-15. This discussion paper provides our view on the question raised by RAN2 and a proposition for the reply LS.
2	Discussion and background
The answer to RAN2’s question lies in the Release-15 version of the NRPPa specification [2]. In the E-CID related procedures such as the E-CID MEASUREMENT INITIATION REQUEST message, the LMF can ask the NG-RAN node to provide the cell ID and E-UTRA measurements, if available, such as the E-UTRA Angle of arrival, Timing advances and the E-UTRA RSRP & RSRQ measurements. The details of these measurements can be found in the E-CID Measurement Result IE in section 9.2.5 of [2]. One can observe that the NG-RAN node can report its access node position and that the LMF can further ask for other RATs (GERAN, UTRAN) and WLAN measurements. 
Observation 1 : In release 15 NRPPa, LMF can get E-UTRA related measurements form the NG-RAN node.
However, it must be noted that the NG-RAN node mentioned hereabove means ng-eNB and not gNB. 
In Release 15, gNB was still being specified with the CU-DU split. NRPPa meanwhile was ported directly from LPPa specification [3], taking the existing signalling between eNB and E-SMLC as baseline for the later-to-be-specified Rel-16 NR positioning. Therefore, in Rel-15, only E-UTRA cells could be considered, and the two positioning methods available in NRPPa are the ones that have been ported from LPPa based on E-UTRA measurements from LTE cells, which are: OTDOA and LTE E-CID.
If we also consider the positioning architecture figure below, one can observe that only the higher NG-RAN node block was considered, meaning that Rel-15 NRPPa only supports Option 5 architecture, i.e. ng-eNB connected to 5GC. The NRPPa support of the block below with gNB as NG-RAN node was later specified during Rel-16 with the NR positioning methods.
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Figure 1 : Overall Positioning architecture as defined in TS 38.305. In Rel-15 NRPPa, only the ng-eNB block was supported

Observation 2 : In Release-15, the NRPPa protocol only supports the exchange of the positioning information and measurements between the ng-eNB and the LMF.
Based on the two observations above, it is proposed to reply to RAN2 with the following:
“RAN3 thanks RAN2 for their LS on Release-15 UL E-CID and would like to inform RAN2 that in Release-15 specification, NRPPa only supports the exchange of E-UTRA positioning information and measurements between an ng-eNB node and LMF. This includes E-UTRA measurements from ng-eNB for E-CID positioning.”
A draft LS reply is provided in [4].
Proposal 1 : Reply RAN2 with a clarification that in Rel-15 NRPPa, no gNB is in the scope; NRPPa only supports exchange between ng-eNB and LMF.
Conclusion
In this paper, we have discussed the question raised by RAN2.
Observation 1 : In Release 15 NRPPa, LMF can get E-UTRA related measurements form the NG-RAN node.
Observation 2 : In Release-15, the NRPPa protocol only supports the exchange of the positioning information and measurements between the ng-eNB and the LMF.
Proposal 1 : Reply RAN2 with a clarification that in Rel-15 NRPPa, no gNB is in the scope; NRPPa only supports exchange between ng-eNB and LMF.
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