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1 Introduction
In last RAN3 meeting, the SCG release indication at MN side was discussed. This issue is related to the low layer configuration at the MN side after SCG release. In this contribution, we will share our view on this issue. 
2 Discussions
In MR-DC, the SCG resource may be released in the following cases:

· Case 1 (MN-initiated SCG release): MN triggers the modification procedure to release SCG resource, while keeping the SDAP/PDCP at the SN side

· Case 2 (SN-initiated SCG release): SN triggers the modification procedure to release SCG resource, while keeping the SDAP/PDCP at the SN side

· Case 3 (MN-initiated SN release): MN triggers to release SN

· Case 4 (SN-initiated SN release): SN triggers to release SN
All above cases will result in that the cell group serving the UE will be changed from MCG+SCG to MCG. Such severing cell group change may result in the changes of some lower layer configurations, e.g., band combination. For example, in case of MCG+SCG, the MCG and SCG are configured with band combination 1 (BC#1) and band combination 2 (BC#2), respectively.  However, after changing the serving cell group to MCG only, the MCG can be configured with either BC#1 or BC#2, whichever exploits the UE’s full capabilities. In this sense, the awareness of SCG release at the MN side is beneficial for UE configurations; furthermore, in case of CU-DU split, such awareness should be located at MN-DU side. To address this, the MN-CU should be able to have the knowledge of SCG release. Among the above four cases: 
· In cases 1&3&4, MN-CU can know the release of the SCG

· In case 2, the existing Xn signaling cannot achieve this purpose. So, we propose to add an indication in S-NODE MODIFICATION REQUIRED message in our another contribution [1]

After knowing the SCG release, MN-CU needs a way to inform MN-DU. The following options can be considered:

· Option 1: Explicit indication in INM message

In above cases 1&2, MN-CU can receive the CG-Config from the SN, which can be transferred to MN-DU. So, SN can add an SCG release indication in CG-Config. However, this method cannot be applicable for cases 3 & 4. In case 3, MN-CU cannot receive the CG-Config from the SN during the procedure; while in case 4, the received CG-Config is used to apply delta configuration so it may contain the SCG configuration before SCG release.  
· Option 2: Implicit indication in INM message 

This option also relies the transfer of CG-Config to MN-DU. In CG-Config, the absence of some IEs may be used to indicate the SCG release. Specifically, as discussed in our RAN2 contribution in last meeting [2], those IEs can be pSCellFrequency or selectedBandCombination if the delta configuration is supported for scg-CellGroupConfig. Alternatively, we can clarify that if the delta signaling is not applicable for scg-CellGroupConfig, the absence of some IEs (e.g., pSCellFrequency or selectedBandCombination) indicates the SCG release. However, same as option 1, this option cannot be applied for case 3&4. Moreover, this option has been discussed in RAN2 to solve the issue of indication SCG release from SN to MN, and it is recognized as unpopular in RAN2. 
· Option 3: Explicit indication over F1

The indication can be added in UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message. This option can be applied to the above four cases. So, this is a clean and simple solution. 
Proposal: the SCG release indication is introduced in UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message to indicate SCG release at SN side. 
3 Conclusions
In this contribution, we discuss SCG release in case of CU-DU split at MN, and propose:
Proposal: the SCG release indication is introduced in UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message to indicate SCG release at SN side.  
The stage-3 CR for F1 is provided in [2] and [3]. This similar change can be applied for W1 to support NGEN-DC. The corresponding CR for W1 is provided in [4].
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