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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 discussed the Session and Service Continuity (SSC) mode 2 (as described in section 5.6.9.2.2 in TS 23. 501) and may encounter the following issue.  

When the NG-RAN receive the PDU session release request of the last PDU session, according to the section 5.3.1.1 in TS 38.331, 
· A configuration with SRB2 without DRB or with DRB without SRB2 is not supported (i.e., SRB2 and at least one DRB must be configured in the same RRC Reconfiguration message, and it is not allowed to release all the DRBs without releasing the RRC Connection).
the NG-RAN have to trigger the UE context release and then release the RRC Connection. If this happens, the UE would have to establish the RRC connection again in order to establish the new PDU Session, which is not the expected behaviour of SSC mode 2.
This may happen due to the fact that the NG-RAN node is not aware that this PDU Session release will be followed by a PDU Session establishment procedure for SSC mode 2. Thus RAN3 intends to allow the NG-RAN to be aware of the SSC mode 2 in case of PDU session release, so as not to trigger the RRC connection release. But RAN3 understands this may have impact on RAN2 due to the section 5.3.1.1 in TS 38.331 above. 
2. Actions:

To RAN2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 respectfully asks RAN2 to investigate the above issue and possible solution, and provide feedback if any.
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