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	Reason for change:
	Considering various types of dual connectivity, it is possible that one gNB entity serves both as the source side and as the target side during an inter-node handover, e.g. inter-MN handover without SN change, handover bewteen NR SA and EN-DC with a shared SgNB/gNB.
This very (S)gNB entity may be a CU/DU split or CU-CP/UP one. For this case, it remains unclear whether the existing F1AP/E1AP UE association used before the handover can be reused after the handover.
UE context modification procedure should be used over F1AP and Bearer context modification procedure may be used over E1AP during the handover preparation phase.


	
	

	Summary of change:
	Clarify that existing F1AP/E1AP UE association may be reused after handover if the gNB entity continues to serve for the UE, even if this handover is a inter-node one or even inter-system one.
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	Consequences if not approved:
	The signalling flow remains unspecified for inter-node handover with a shared split (S)gNB.
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[bookmark: _Toc29391524][bookmark: _Toc36560555][bookmark: _Toc20954868][bookmark: _Toc5691056][bookmark: _Toc29503139]8.9.x	Inter-node handover with a shared split (S)gNB
For inter-node handover involving dual connectivity, it is possible for one (S)gNB to serve both as the (M)gNB or SgNB before the handover, and as the (M)gNB or SgNB after the handover. If this (S)gNB is a split (S)gNB, the signalling flow may be as follows:
· During the handover preparation phase, a UE Context Modification procedure may be used over F1AP, and a Bearer Context Modification procedure may be used over E1AP. The UE Context Modification procedure over F1AP may be used to setup new radio bearers, modify radio bearers, and/or release old radio bearers. The Bearer Context Modification procedure over E1AP may be used to setup resources for new PDU sessions or E-RABs, and/or modify resources for PDU sessions or E-RABs.
· During the execution phase, context supension may not be invoked, except for the case that the Source (S)gNB-CU-CP may deliver the data forwarding address(es) toward the Source (S)gNB-CU-UP if needed.
· During the completion phase, the (S)gNB-CU-CP may invoke a Bearer Context Modification procedure with the (S)gNB-CU-UP in order to release the resources for old PDU sessions or E-RABs if needed.
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