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	Reason for change:
	In Handover Required message, there are two Direct Forwarding Path Availability IEs, one is included under the message, and one is within the Handover Required Transfer IE. 
The procedural texts are copied as follows. 
· If the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the AMF shall handle it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
· If the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included within the Handover Required Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the SMF shall handle it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
But it is not clear which IE can be used for the intra-system handover, which IE can be used for inter-system handover, or both IEs can be used both cases. 




	
	

	Summary of change:
	To add procedural texts so that:
· the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE included in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message is used for inter-system HO to LTE. 
· the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE included within the Handover Required Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message is used for intra-system HO. 
 
Impact Analysis:
Impact assessment towards the previous version of the specification (same release): 
This CR has isolated impact with the previous version of the specification (same release) because it just clarifies the usage of Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE. 
The impact can be considered isolated.




	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	It is ambiguous about the inclusion of two Direct Forwarding Path Availability IEs in Handover Required message. 
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The purpose of the Handover Preparation procedure is to request the preparation of resources at the target side via the 5GC. There is only one Handover Preparation procedure ongoing at the same time for a certain UE.
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Figure 8.4.1.2-1: Handover preparation: successful operation
<Unchanged Text Omitted>
In case of inter-system handover to LTE, the information in the Source to Target Transparent Container IE shall be encoded according to the Source eNB to Target eNB Transparent Container IE definition as specified in TS 36.413 [16].
[bookmark: OLE_LINK34]In case of inter-system handover to LTE, Iif the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the AMF shall handle it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
In case of intra-system handover, Iif the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included within the Handover Required Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the SMF shall handle it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
When the preparation, including the reservation of resources at the target side is ready, the AMF responds with the HANDOVER COMMAND message to the source NG-RAN node. In case of intra-system handover, the AMF shall include the PDU Session Resource Handover List IE in the HANDOVER COMMAND message.
Upon reception of the HANDOVER COMMAND message the source NG-RAN node shall stop the timer TNGRELOCprep and start the timer TNGRELOCoverall.
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