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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 initiated a discussion on how to retrieve the gNB ID length from a CGI. 
The purpose is to enable full utilization of the variable gNB length ID, as defined in TS 38.413. RAN3 started discussing network-based solutions for gNB-ID length deduction. However, these solutions incur in the possibility of assigning NG-RAN node IDs in such a way that an ID with a shorter length can be contained in the MSBs of an ID with longer length. This can create ambiguities when attempting to identify a node ID during X2/Xn setup requests. Such X2/Xn setup towards an NG RAN node requires the unequivocal identification of the node ID for X2/Xn TNL address discovery. Failure to uniquely identify the node would lead to configuration of X2/Xn interfaces towards wrong nodes, incurring in extra reconfiguration costs and unnecessary signalling/operations. 
RAN3 discussed that a way to solve this issue could be to partition in a fixed way the cell ID numbering space. However, this prevents full utilization of the available node/cell ID’s numbering space.
To have a fully flexible mechanism (which is the main purpose of variable NG-RAN node IDs), RAN3 WG discussed other potential solutions by broadcasting the node ID length within system information blocks (possibly in cellAccessRelatedInfo IE in SIB1). Such mechanisms are not subject to the drawbacks encountered with network based techniques and would allow full exploitation of flexible node ID length. 
Therefore, RAN3 would like to respectfully ask RAN WG2 to investigate the possibility of broadcasting the NG RAN node IDs’ length in system information blocks and add this possibility in their specifications if feasible.
2
Actions
RAN3 WG respectfully asks RAN2 WG to consider broadcasting the NG RAN node ID length within SIB1 message and to support this in their specifications if feasible.
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