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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has specified NR-DC for IAB node under the same donor in Rel-16. The support of NR-DC under two different donors for an IAB node are still under discussion in Rel-17. In RAN3#109e meeting, RAN3 has discussed the support of intra-frequency and inter-frequency for NR-DC scenario in Rel-17 IAB. As we know, inter-band NR-DC is specified in NR, i.e. the bands of CCs used in MCG and SCG are different. Meanwhile, intra-band NR-DC is not supported in the Rel-16 specification. There is no consensus in RAN3 on whether intra-carrier NR-DC needs to be studied in Rel-17 IAB. In addition, since IAB-MT is a subset of UE functionalities, if Rel-17 IAB WI introduces the intra-frequency NR DC scenario support for IAB-MT, it means that such support will be applicable for the normal UE. Considering that RAN3 may not be the right place to determine whether to support intra-carrier NR-DC scenario for IAB nodes, it is suggested to discuss the issue in the RAN plenary. 
2. Actions:

RAN3 would like to ask the following: should intra-carrier operation be considered in Rel-17 IAB for NR-DC scenario?
3. Dates of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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