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1. Introduction
The SN release was discussed during RAN3#108-e meeting [1]. In [2], the following agreement were reached:
Add a new Cause.
Response LS will be sent once the details of the solution are decided.

The decision if a new RRC container is defined in the RRC Transfer procedure, or an existing one reused to be made at the next meeting.
In this document we further discuss the remaining issues on SN release for UE power saving. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]2. Discussion
2.1 New cause value
In last RAN3 e-meeting, it was agreed to add a new cause for SCG release based on UE request. For the detailed cause value, the following options were provided:
· UE power saving: The procedure is initiated to accommodate the preference indicated by UE to release the SCG for UE power saving purpose.
· Power saving at UE: The release of DC is initiated due to indicated power saving opportunity at the UE.
· SN release for UE reason: The procedure is initiated by the SN following the UE request to release the SCG signalling for power saving.
· UE preferred release: The UE indicated its preference to release the respective radio resource.
Considering that the SCG release is determined by the SN, the decision could be made based on the UE request/UE preference, e.g. for power saving. With this understanding, the first proposed cause is preferred.
It is proposed to define the new cause value as:
· UE power saving: The procedure is initiated to accommodate the preference indicated by UE to release the SCG for UE power saving purpose.
Proposal 1: Define the new cause value as: UE power saving: The procedure is initiated to accommodate the preference indicated by UE to release the SCG for UE power saving purpose.
2.2 Container for UE assistance information
There were two flavours given in last RAN3 e-meeting on how to carry the UE assistance information:
1) Extending use of the current RRC Container;
2) Defining a new container.
Based on the latest TS 37.340 below, option 1) is aligned with RAN2 spec that the current RRC Container can be extended to support transmitting UAI for power saving. 
	SN measurement report, failure information report or SN UE assistance information:
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Figure 10.10.2-3: RRC Transfer procedure for SN measurement report, failure information report or SN UE assistance information
Figure 10.10.2-3 shows an example signaling flow for RRC Transfer in case of the forwarding of the SN measurement report, failure information report from the UE or SN UE assistance information:
1.	When the UE sends an SN measurement report, failure information report or SN UE assistance information, it sends it to the MN in a container called ULInformationTransferMRDC as specified in TS 38.331 [4].
2.	The MN initiates the RRC Transfer procedure, in which it transfers the received SN measurement report, failure information or SN UE assistance information as an octet string.


For the compatibility issues on option 1) raised by some companies, in our views, the SN configures whether the UE is allowed to report SCG specific UAI for power saving. If the SN is a Rel-15 node, the SN won’t configure SCG specific UAI reporting for power saving, as a result, the UE won’t report SCG specific UAI for power saving to the MN. Thus, there is no such case that Rel-15 SN receives an RRC container with Rel-16 SCG specific UAI for power saving. On the other hand, the option 1) also has less specification impacts comparing to option 2). It is preferred to reuse the existing RRC Container to support transmitting UAI for power saving. 
Proposal 2: Reuse the current RRC Container to support transmitting UAI for power saving.
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Based on the discussion in this paper, we propose the following:
Proposal 1: Define the new cause value as: UE power saving: The procedure is initiated to accommodate the preference indicated by UE to release the SCG for UE power saving purpose.
Proposal 2: Reuse the current RRC Container to support transmitting UAI for power saving.
The corresponding XnAP and X2AP CRs are provided in [3] and [4], a draft LS is provided in [5].
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