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1. Introduction
Support of F1AP signalling using transparent IEs copied from NRPPa has been discussed by RAN3 following a proposal in [1].
There seems to be some level of agreement in RAN3 that F1AP IEs which can be identical to IEs in NRPPa and which originate from or are sent to a gNB-DU, without a need for inspection or modification by a gNB-CU, may be sent as part of a transparent container to reduce F1AP signaling definition and gNB-CU signaling and processing requirements.
However, the current definition of F1AP changes to support positioning in Rel-16 is heading in a direction where most NRPPa IEs which need to be conveyed in F1AP would be separately defined in F1AP without reference to NRPPa.
To avoid this, it is proposed to identify and agree IEs in NRPPa which can be transported transparently in F1AP and to arrange for these IEs to be defined in NRPPa in a manner that can minimize impacts to F1AP.
2. Support of Transparent F1AP IEs
In general, for any NRPPa message and a corresponding F1AP message, support of F1AP transparency can be achieved by grouping IEs in the NRPPa message, which need to be conveyed transparently in the F1AP message, into a single high level grouped IE which appears in the NRPPa message definition. This grouped IE may then be split into smaller component IEs in the definition of the grouped IE. The grouped IE itself can then be included in the F1AP message as an octet string, whose content (e.g. component IEs) is defined in NRPPa.
Table 1 below shows pairs of corresponding NRPPa and F1AP messages and identifies IEs which can be grouped, with each grouped IE included in F1AP as an octet string. For most pairs of messages, only one IE is currently included for which transparent transfer in F1AP would be useful, which enables these IEs to be supported without additional grouping.
	NRPPa Message
	Corresponding F1AP Message
	Candidate IEs for Grouping

	POSITIONING INFORMATION REQUEST
	POSITIONING INFORMATION REQUEST
	Requested SRS Transmission Characteristics

	POSITIONING INFORMATION RESPONSE
	POSITIONING INFORMATION RESPONSE
	SRS Configuration

	POSITIONING INFORMATION UPDATE
	POSITIONING INFORMATION UPDATE
	SRS Configuration

	TRP INFORMATION REQUEST
	TRP INFORMATION REQUEST
	TRP Information Type (included for each TRP)

	TRP INFORMATION RESPONSE
	TRP INFORMATION RESPONSE
	TRP Information (included for each TRP)

	ASSISTANCE INFORMATION CONTROL
	POSITIONING ASSISTANCE INFORMATION CONTROL
	Assistance Information
(NOTE)

	ASSISTANCE INFORMATION FEEDBACK
	POSITIONING ASSISTANCE INFORMATION FEEDBACK
	Assistance Information Failure List
(NOTE)

	MEASUREMENT REQUEST
	POSITIONING MEASUREMENT REQUEST
	Report Characteristics
Measurement Periodicity
Measurement Quantities
    >Measurement Quantities Item
SRS Configuration

	MEASUREMENT RESPONSE
	POSITIONING MEASUREMENT RESPONSE
	Measurement Result (included for each TRP)

	MEASUREMENT REPORT
	POSITIONING MEASUREMENT REPORT
	Measurement Result (included for each TRP)

	MEASUREMENT UPDATE
	POSITIONING MEASUREMENT UPDATE
	SRS Configuration


Table 1 – Candidate IE Grouping for transparent transfer in F1AP
NOTE:	These IEs are already included as octet strings in the current baseline CR for F1AP.
To support the grouping shown in Table 1 in NRPPa and to include these groups in F1AP as transparent octet strings will require small changes to the baseline CRs for both TSs (or to the TSs if the baseline CRs are later applied to each TS). 
Proposal 1:	It is proposed to agree which pairs of NRPPa and F1AP messages shown in Table 1 can be supported by grouping IEs for support as transparent octet strings in F1AP. CRs to support this can then be provided.

3. Conclusions
The following proposals are made in this document:
Proposal 1:	It is proposed to agree which pairs of NRPPa and F1AP messages shown in Table 1 can be supported by grouping IEs for support as transparent octet strings in F1AP. CRs to support this can then be provided.
In order to identify the NPRRa and F1AP messages for which Proposal 1 is agreed, we suggest identifying any messages for which Proposal 1 does not apply if the number of these is small.
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