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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has discussed the topic of test procedures for PWS. It has been observed that according to the current standard, any test aimed at sanity and consistency checking that resources needed for the delivery of a PWS message are correctly operating (e.g. correct operation of nodes, interfaces, cells, availability of resources over the air, support for a given set of IEs and IE values) can only be done end to end, i.e. involving broadcasting over the air and decoding at the UE of test messages with specific Message Identifiers. 
While the test mechanism described above is valid for true end to end checks including the air interface and UEs, it does not serve as a good mechanism for test cases where e.g. an operator wants to check that the cells covering a given geographical area are operating correctly.

The immediate issues, when using the existing test techniques for frequent checks involving the air interface and UE, are:

· Waste of radio resources due to potentially frequent broadcast over the air

· Impact on UE battery consumption due to UEs having to decode updated SIBs

· Impact on energy saving as cells need to be operational and ready to broadcast the test messages, hence limiting their capability to be in “sleep mode”
RAN3 has discussed that solutions to address the issues above could consist of using PWS test messages carrying instructions that enable the RAN to avoid broadcasting of test messages over the air. 

Namely, a new Message Identifier or a new flag could be included in the Write-Replace Warning Message signalled for test purposes, indicating to the RAN that the test message shall not be broadcast over the air. It should be noted that the RAN has so far remained transparent to Message Identifiers, so the introduction of a new Message Identifier for resolving the issues described would break this principle. 

2
Actions
RAN3 WG respectfully asks CT1 to analyse the issues highlighted above and to provide feedback on solutions that could solve them.
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