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1. Overall Description: 

RAN3 has reached an agreement to not include Management Based MDT Allowed IE in NGAP and XnAP specifications and instead reuse Management Based MDT PLMN List IE which signals the list of PLMNs supported for Management based MDT as an indicator for signalling user consent as well for Management Based MDT.
To give a background, Management Based MDT Allowed IE was introduced in LTE Release-10 for signalling user consent and Management Based MDT PLMN List IE in a later LTE release to signal the list of PLMNs supported for management-based MDT. To optimize the signalling behaviour, it was agreed in RAN3 to reuse the Management Based MDT PLMN List IE as an indirect indicator for user consent as well and remove the duplicate Management Based MDT Allowed IE for NR MDT.

Also, in LTE, the Management based MDT allowed IE isn’t sent on X2 to the target eNB if serving PLMN in the target cell is different from the source cell since the Management based MDT allowed IE is only applied per PLMN. When the serving PLMN is changed, the allowance may be changed. So, the source eNB doesn’t forward “allowed indicator” to the target in inter-PLMN Xn handover. For NR, with the proposed removal of Management based MDT allowed IE in RAN3, the MDT PLMN list needs to be propagated always to make sure user consent information is not lost across handovers. It is also agreed in RAN3 to always propagate the MDT PLMN list across handovers.

Please note that the Management Based MDT Allowed IE is still needed for legacy MDT (LTE/UMTS) and the agreement to remove this IE applies only to MDT behaviour for NR. Considering the above agreement, RAN2 stage 2 specifications (TS 37.320) need to be updated to clarify that i) Management Based MDT Allowed IE is not needed for NR MDT and ii) Management Based MDT PLMN List IE is always propagated irrespective of inter-PLMN handovers. 

2. Actions:

To RAN3

ACTION: 

RAN3 respectfully ask RAN2 to consider the above agreement to update the corresponding clauses in stage2 specifications 
RAN3 respectfully ask SA5 to consider the above agreement before adding clauses for user consent information for NR MDT.
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