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1	Introduction

In Last meeting, the addition of the LTE-M indicator IE to NGAP BL CR #0172 on eMTC UE connected to 5GS was approved [1].

A FFS mark remained concerning whether the new LTE-M IE needs to be defined in a dedicated IE tabular description, or only in the INITIAL UE MESSAGE tabular description with its codepoints, since it is only called for there. By wandering through the NGAP specification, we remark that there are several cases of an IE being defined only in one procedure tabular and having its own dedicated tabular description afterwards (for instance, the Assistance Data for Paging in the NG Paging message, defined in 9.3.1.69 as well as other paging related IEs, etc.)

Anyways, the vital aspect for the specification is to have a proper ASN.1 definition of the IE. The FFS mark for this issue does not really constitute an issue.

Proposal 1: remove the FFS mark on the LTE-M indicator IE.

As a reminder, this LTE-M indicator was requested from SA2 in order to enable LTE-M identification from Initial UE message when sent to the AMF, before the UE context and the user plane is set up. During the discussion, other views were proposed, among them:

· add the LTE-M indicator in the Handover Request procedure [2];
· use the same mechanism for LTE-M identification for EPC [3].

The first point for support during Handover request is not deemed necessary, because the only new aspect asked by SA2 was that LTE-M indicator is added in Msg5, which was approved by RAN2. Therefore, the only RAN3 impact is to enable the control during the initial access by adding the new LTE-M indicator IE in the Initial UE Message. Any other case is supposed already handled as in legacy by some existing mechanism. No more over-interpretation is needed here.

For the second point, such discussion should have occurred in RAN2 and/or SA2 first, and since there was little traction on this topic and it was not discussed in SA2, then no further action is required from us that would allow supporting the same functionality for EPC as well.

Besides, considering that no more action was requested from RAN3 after two SA2 meetings, that after our reply RAN3 have not received further LS on this topic and that RAN3 are on the verge of finishing Rel-16 work, it is proposed to close the discussion on LTE-M indicator in 5GS.

Proposal 2: RAN3 to conclude the discussion on LTE-M indicator for 5GS; no more action is further required from us.


3	Conclusion
Proposal 1: remove the FFS mark on the LTE-M indicator IE.

Proposal 2: RAN3 to conclude the discussion on LTE-M indicator for 5GS; no more action is further required from us.
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START OF CHANGES
[bookmark: _Toc29503556][bookmark: _Toc29504140][bookmark: _Toc29504724][bookmark: _Toc20955110]9.2.5.1	INITIAL UE MESSAGE
This message is sent by the NG-RAN node to transfer the initial layer 3 message to the AMF over the NG interface.
Direction: NG-RAN node  AMF
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	RAN UE NGAP ID
	M
	
	9.3.3.2
	
	YES
	reject

	NAS-PDU
	M
	
	9.3.3.4
	
	YES
	reject

	User Location Information
	M
	
	9.3.1.16
	
	YES
	reject

	RRC Establishment Cause
	M
	
	9.3.1.111
	
	YES
	ignore

	5G-S-TMSI
	O
	
	9.3.3.20
	
	YES
	reject

	AMF Set ID
	O
	
	9.3.3.12
	
	YES
	ignore

	UE Context Request
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (requested, ...)
	
	YES
	ignore

	Allowed NSSAI
	O
	
	9.3.1.31
	
	YES
	reject

	Source to Target AMF Information Reroute
	O
	
	9.3.3.27
	
	YES
	ignore

	CE-mode-B Support Indicator
	O
	
	9.3.1.xxz
	
	YES
	reject

	LTE-M Indication
	O
	
	9.3.1.xx 
	
	YES
	ignore



NEXT CHANGE
9.3.1.xx	LTE-M Indication
This element is provided by the NG-RAN node to inform that the UE indicates category M1 or M2 in its UE Radio Capability.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	LTE-M Indication
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (LTE-M, ...)
	





END OF CHANGES

