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1   Introduction
At the last RAN3 meting some pending issues remain for solution 4 as described in [4].

This paper addresses the remaining issues corresponding to the following proposals in [4]:
· Whether the redundancy characteristics of a QoS/PDU session can be changed i.e. how to start /stop duplication for a qos during qos flow lifetime,

· Whether it is needed to introduce explicit release indicator to release the tunnel. 
2   Discussion
How to start/stop duplication for a qos during qos flow lifetime

The stage 2 in [2] states:

During or after a URLLC QoS flow establishment, if the SMF decided that redundant transmission shall be performed based on authorized 5QI, NG-RAN node capability and/or operator configuration, the SMF informs the PSA UPF and NG-RAN to perform redundant transmission via N4 interface and N2 information accordingly
It is clear from this description that e.g. based on different authorization, the duplication may be started/stopped during the QoS flow lifetime. 
The SMF would send a PDU Session Modification for that. The current IE is described as follows:

9.3.1.x1
Redundant QoS Flow Indicator
This IE provides the redundant QoS flow indicator for a QoS flow. 

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Redundant QoS Flow Indicator
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (true, false)
	This IE indicates that this QoS flow is requested for the redundant transmission, as specified in TS 23.501 [7].


If this IE is not included in the PDU session Modify Transfer, the status shall be unchanged. Therefore, this IE shall be able to start/stop the redundancy.
The current description is therefore not suitable.

Given that the same IE is used in the PDU session Setup Request Transfer and the PDU Session Modify Transfer, the codepoints should be explicit for both.

Proposal 1: We propose to modify the Redundant QoS Flow Information IE as follows:

9.3.1.x1
Redundant QoS Flow Indicator
This IE provides the redundant QoS flow indicator for a QoS flow as specified in TS 23.501 [9]. 

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Redundant QoS Flow Indicator
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (true, false)
	Value “true” indicates that redundant transmission shall be started for this QoS flow. Value “false” indicates that redundant transmission shall not be started or be stopped if started.


Explicit release indicator 
Implicit release could be achieved by two means:

· Send a modify indication without including the tunnel endpoint: however, this is always ambiguous to use absence of IE in a modification message which could be interpreted as the IE is simply not changed.

· Remove all QoS flows for that bearer: however, this also may generate confusion as the qos flows are actually not released for the “main tunnel”. Also sending a modify message including all qos flows to be released is as painful, if not more, than simply sending a modify message with an explicit tunnel release.

We conclude that it is always safer to have an explicit indicator to release tunnels. 

It is proposed to add the corresponding IE in the PDU Session Modify Transfer IE:

	NG-U UP Redundant TNL Release List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>UL NG-U UP TNL Modify Item
	
	1..<maxnoofMultiConnectivity>
	
	
	-
	

	>>UL NG-U UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.2
	UPF endpoint identifying the NG-U transport bearer used for redundancy to be released.
	-
	


Proposal 2: agree the use of explicit release for the redundant tunnel and add the corresponding IE in the PDU Session Modify Transfer IE section 9.3.4.3 and procedural description in section 8.2.3.2.
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8.2.3
PDU Session Resource Modify

8.2.3.1
General

The purpose of the PDU Session Resource Modify procedure is to enable configuration modifications of already established PDU session(s) for a given UE. It is also to enable the setup, modification and release of the QoS flow for already established PDU session(s). The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.2.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.3.2-1: PDU session resource modify: successful operation

The AMF initiates the procedure by sending a PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message to the NG-RAN node.

The PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message shall contain the information required by the NG-RAN node, which may trigger the NG-RAN configuration modification for the existing PDU sessions listed in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request List IE.

Upon reception of the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message, if the NG-RAN configuration is triggered to be modified and if resources are available for the modified NG-RAN configuration, the NG-RAN node shall execute the configuration modification for the requested PDU session.

If the RAN Paging Priority IE is included in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node may use it to determine a priority for paging the UE in RRC_INACTIVE state.

For each PDU session, if the S-NSSAI IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Item IE contained in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall replace the previously provided S-NSSAI by the received S-NSSAI for the concerned PDU session and use it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].

For each PDU session, if the Network Instance IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE contained in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message and the Common Network Instance IE is not present, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9].

For each PDU session, if the Common Network Instance IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE contained in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9].

For each PDU session, if the Redundant Common Network Instance IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE contained in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it for the redundant transmission as specified in TS 23.501 [9].

For each PDU session, if the TSC Traffic Characteristics IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE contained in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and use it as specified in TS 23.501 [9].

For each PDU session included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request List IE:
-
For each QoS flow included in the QoS Flow Add or Modify Request List IE, based on the QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters IE, the NG-RAN node may establish, modify or release the DRB configuration and may change allocation of resources on NG or Uu accordingly. The NG-RAN node shall associate each QoS flow accepted to setup or modify with a DRB of the PDU session. The associated DRB for the QoS flow accepted to modify may not change.
-
For each QoS flow, if the Redundant QoS Flow Information IE is included, the NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store it and consider it for the redundant transmission as specified in TS 23.501 [9].

· 
· 
-
For each QoS flow included in the QoS Flow to Release List IE, the NG-RAN node shall de-associate the QoS flow with the previously associated DRB.
-
The NG-RAN node shall pass the NAS-PDU IE received for the PDU session to the UE when modifying the PDU session configuration. The NG-RAN node does not send the NAS PDUs associated to the failed PDU sessions to the UE. 

-
The NG-RAN node may change allocation of resources on NG according to the requested target configuration.
-
If the PDU Session Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node shall store and use the received PDU Session Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate value when enforcing traffic policing for Non-GBR QoS flows for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
-
If the UL NG-U UP TNL Modify List IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node shall update the transport layer information for the uplink data accordingly for the concerned transport bearers identified by the DL NG-U UP TNL Information IE included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE for the concerned PDU session.

-
If the Additional UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node may allocate resources for an additional NG-U transport bearer for some or all of the QoS flows present in the QoS Flow Add or Modify Request List IE and it shall indicate these QoS flows in the Additional DL QoS Flow per TNL Information IE in the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE. In case the Additional DL QoS Flow per TNL Information IE is not included the SMF shall consider the proposed additional UL NG-U UP TNL information as available again.

-
In case more than one NG-U transport bearers have been set up for the PDU session, if all the QoS flows associated to one existing NG-U transport bearer are included in the QoS Flow to Release List IE in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node and 5GC shall consider that the concerned NG-U transport bearer is removed for the PDU session, and both NG-RAN node and 5GC shall therefore consider the related NG-U UP TNL information as available again.

-
If the Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node shall update the transport layer information for the uplink data accordingly for the concerned transport bearer identified by the Redundant DL NG-U UP TNL Information IE included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE for the concerned PDU session.

-
If the Additional Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node may allocate resources for an additional redundant NG-U transport bearer for some or all of the QoS flows present in the QoS Flow Add or Modify Request List IE and it shall indicate these QoS flows in the Additional Redundant DL QoS Flow per TNL Information IE in the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE. In case the Additional Redundant DL QoS Flow per TNL Information IE is not included the SMF shall consider the proposed additional Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL information as available again.

-
If the NG-U UP Redundant TNL Release List IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer IE, the NG-RAN node shall consider that the concerned transport bearers used for redundancy are released and that all QoS flows which were made redundant over those bearers are no more eligible for redundancy and it shall stop their duplication.
The NG-RAN node shall report to the AMF, in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY RESPONSE message, the result for each PDU session requested to be modified listed in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message:

-
For each PDU session which is successfully modified, the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE shall be included containing: 

1.
The list of QoS flows which have been successfully setup or modified, if any, in the QoS Flow Add or Modify Response List IE in case the PDU Session Resource Modify procedure is triggered by QoS flow setup or modification.

2.
The list of QoS flows which have failed to be setup or modified, if any, in the QoS Flow Failed to Add or Modify List IE in case the PDU Session Resource Modify procedure is triggered by QoS flow setup or modification.
-
For each PDU session which failed to be modified, the PDU Session Resource Modify Unsuccessful Transfer IE shall be included containing the failure cause.

-
For each PDU session, if the DL NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY RESPONSE message, it shall be considered by the SMF as the new DL transport layer address for the PDU session. The NG-RAN also may indicate the mapping between each new DL transport layer address and the corresponding UL transport layer address assigned by the 5GC.

-
For each PDU session, if the Additional NG-U UP TNL Information IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY RESPONSE message, it shall be considered by the SMF as the new DL transport layer address(es) for the PDU session. The NG-RAN also may indicate the mapping between each new DL transport layer address and the corresponding UL transport layer address assigned by the 5GC.
Upon reception of the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY RESPONSE message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transfer transparently the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE or PDU Session Resource Modify Unsuccessful Transfer IE to each SMF associated with the concerned PDU session.
The NG-RAN node shall, if supported, report in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY RESPONSE message location information of the UE in the User Location Information IE.
For a PDU session or a QoS flow which failed to be modified, the NG-RAN node shall fall back to the configuration of the PDU session or the QoS flow as it was configured prior to the reception of the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message.

Upon reception of the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message to setup a QoS flow for IMS voice, if the NG-RAN node is not able to support IMS voice, the NG-RAN node shall initiate EPS fallback or RAT fallback for IMS voice procedure as specified in TS 23.501 [9] and report unsuccessful establishment of the QoS flow in the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE or in the PDU Session Resource Modify Unsuccessful Transfer IE with cause value "IMS voice EPS fallback or RAT fallback triggered".

If the User Location Information IE is included in the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY RESPONSE message, the AMF shall handle this information as specified in TS 23.501 [9].
9.3.4.3
PDU Session Resource Modify Request Transfer

This IE is transparent to the AMF.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	PDU Session Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate
	O
	
	9.3.1.102
	
	YES
	reject

	UL NG-U UP TNL Modify List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>UL NG-U UP TNL Modify Item
	
	1..<maxnoofMultiConnectivity>
	
	
	-
	

	>>UL NG-U UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.2
	UPF endpoint of the NG-U transport bearer, for delivery of UL PDUs.
	-
	

	>>DL NG-U UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.2
	Identifies the NG-U transport bearer at the NG-RAN node.
	-
	

	>>Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.2
	UPF endpoint of the NG-U transport bearer, for delivery of UL PDUs for the redundant transmission.
	YES
	ignore

	>>Redundant DL NG-U UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.2
	Identifies the NG-U transport bearer at the NG-RAN node for the redundant transmission.
	YES
	ignore

	Network Instance
	O
	
	9.3.1.113
	This IE is ignored if the Common Network Instance IE is included.
	YES
	reject

	QoS Flow Add or Modify Request List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>QoS Flow Add or Modify Request Item
	
	1..<maxnoofQoSFlows>
	
	
	-
	

	>>QoS Flow Identifier
	M
	
	9.3.1.51
	
	-
	

	>>QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters
	O
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	-
	

	>>E-RAB ID
	O
	
	9.3.2.3
	
	-
	

	>>TSC Traffic Characteristics
	O
	
	9.3.1.x
	This IE may be present in case of GBR QoS flows and is ignored otherwise.
	YES
	ignore

	>>Redundant QoS Flow Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.x1
	This IE indicates that this QoS flow is requested for the redundant transmission.
	YES
	ignore

	QoS Flow to Release List
	O
	
	QoS Flow List with Cause

9.3.1.13
	
	YES
	reject

	Additional UL NG-U UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information List

9.3.2.12
	UPF endpoint of the additional NG-U transport bearer(s) proposed for delivery of UL PDUs for split PDU session.
	YES
	reject

	Common Network Instance
	O
	
	9.3.1.120
	
	YES
	ignore

	Additional Redundant UL NG-U UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information List

9.3.2.12
	UPF endpoint of the additional NG-U transport bearer(s) proposed for delivery of redundant UL PDUs for split PDU session.
	YES
	ignore

	Redundant Common Network Instance
	O
	
	Common Network Instance

9.3.1.120
	
	YES
	ignore

	NG-U UP Redundant TNL Release List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>UL NG-U UP TNL Modify Item
	
	1..<maxnoofMultiConnectivityMinusOne>
	
	
	-
	

	>>UL NG-U UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.2
	UPF endpoint identifying the NG-U transport bearer used for redundancy to be released.
	-
	


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofQoSFlows
	Maximum no. of QoS flows allowed within one PDU session. Value is 64.

	maxnoofMultiConnectivity
	Maximum no. of connectivity allowed for a UE. Value is 4. The current version of the specification supports up to 2 connectivity.


Next change
9.3.1.x1
Redundant QoS Flow Information

This IE provides the Redundant QoS Flow Information for a QoS flow as specified in TS 23.501 [9]. 

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	Redundant QoS Flow Information
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (true, false)
	
Value “true” indicates that redundant transmission shall be started for this QoS Flow.

Value “false” indicates that redundant transmission shall not be started or be stopped if started.


Next change
NGRANTraceID ::= OCTET STRING (SIZE(8))

NGU-UP-Redundant-TNLReleaseList::= UPTransportLayerInformationList
Next change
PDUSessionResourceModifyRequestTransfer ::= SEQUENCE {


protocolIEs

ProtocolIE-Container

{ {PDUSessionResourceModifyRequestTransferIEs} },


...

}

PDUSessionResourceModifyRequestTransferIEs NGAP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {


{ ID id-PDUSessionAggregateMaximumBitRate
CRITICALITY reject
TYPE PDUSessionAggregateMaximumBitRate

PRESENCE
optional

}|


{ ID id-UL-NGU-UP-TNLModifyList



CRITICALITY reject
TYPE UL-NGU-UP-TNLModifyList




PRESENCE
optional

}|


{ ID id-NetworkInstance





CRITICALITY reject
TYPE NetworkInstance






PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-QosFlowAddOrModifyRequestList

CRITICALITY reject
TYPE QosFlowAddOrModifyRequestList


PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-QosFlowToReleaseList



CRITICALITY reject
TYPE QosFlowListWithCause





PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-AdditionalUL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation
CRITICALITY reject
TYPE UPTransportLayerInformationList

PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-CommonNetworkInstance



CRITICALITY ignore
TYPE CommonNetworkInstance





PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-AdditionalRedundantUL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation
CRITICALITY ignore
TYPE UPTransportLayerInformationList

PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-RedundantCommonNetworkInstance

CRITICALITY ignore
TYPE CommonNetworkInstance





PRESENCE optional

}|


{ ID id-NGU-UP-Redundant-TNLReleaseList
CRITICALITY ignore
TYPE NGU-UP-Redundant-TNLReleaseList

PRESENCE optional

}|

,


...

}


Next change

id-DataForwardingResponseERABList





ProtocolIE-ID ::= 174


id-RIMInformationTransfer







ProtocolIE-ID ::= 175


id-GUAMIType










ProtocolIE-ID ::= 176


id-AdditionalRedundantDL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation


ProtocolIE-ID ::= 177

id-AdditionalRedundantDLQosFlowPerTNLInformation

ProtocolIE-ID ::= 178

id-AdditionalRedundantNGU-UP-TNLInformation



ProtocolIE-ID ::= 179

id-AdditionalRedundantUL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation


ProtocolIE-ID ::= 180

id-CNPacketDelayBudget








ProtocolIE-ID ::= 181

id-ExtendedPacketDelayBudget






ProtocolIE-ID ::= 182

id-RedundantCommonNetworkInstance





ProtocolIE-ID ::= 183

id-RedundantDL-NGU-TNLInformationReused




ProtocolIE-ID ::= 184

id-RedundantDL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation




ProtocolIE-ID ::= 185

id-RedundantDLQosFlowPerTNLInformation




ProtocolIE-ID ::= 186

id-RedundantQosFlowInformation






ProtocolIE-ID ::= 187

id-RedundantUL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation




ProtocolIE-ID ::= 188

id-TSCTrafficCharacteristics






ProtocolIE-ID ::= 189

id-NGU-UP-Redundant-TNLReleaseList





ProtocolIE-ID ::= xxx
END
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