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1	Introduction
RAN2 sent a LS ([1]) to RAN3 on RACS. 
1. Overall Description:
As part of new WI for NR Rel-16 on RACS_RAN, RAN2 understands the UE Capability ID needs to be exchanged over X2/Xn interface. RAN2 would like to check with RAN3 if a X2/Xn based solution would be sufficient or if RAN3 prefers that RAN2 use the RRC inter-node message mechanism.
 
2. Actions:
To   3GPP RAN3
ACTION: 	RAN2 would like to check with RAN3 if a X2/Xn based solution would be sufficient or if RAN3 prefers that RAN2 use the RRC inter-node message mechanism.
This contribution briefly discussed the issue, and proposes a way forward.
2	Discussion
According to SA2 TS23.401 and TS23.502, the UE’s Radio Capability ID is transferred from source RAN node to target RAN node via the Source RAN to Target RAN transparent container:
TS23.502, for Xn-based HO or N2-based HO: 
If the source NG RAN and target NG RAN support RACS as defined in TS 23.501 [2], the Source to Target transparent container shall contain the UE's UE Radio Capability ID instead of UE radio access capabilities.
TS23.401, for X2-based HO or S1-based HO:
If the source eNodeB and target eNodeB support RACS as defined in clause 5.11.3a, the Source to Target transparent container shall contain the UE's UE Radio Capability ID instead of UE radio capabilities.
There are two options to transfer the UE's UE Radio Capability ID via the Source RAN to Target RAN transparent container:
· Option 1: RAN2 add a new UE Radio Capability ID IE in the RRC HandoverPreparationInformation message. RAN3 does not need to make changes to the Source to Target transparent container, but some description text may be needed, e.g. to define the target RAN node behaviour, or maybe simply reference to SA2 specification. 

· Option 2: RAN3 add a new UE Radio Capability ID IE in the Source to Target transparent container. 
Both options work. The impact to RAN3 specification is similar. Option 1 requires slightly less changes to RAN3 specification due to no change to the Source to Target Transparent Container. Considering the limited TU allocated in RAN3 for RACS, Option 1 is slightly preferred. 
Observation: There is no big difference on transferring the UE’s radio capability ID to target RAN node via RRC container, or explicit RAN3 IE. Using RRC container requires slightly less changes to RAN3 specification. 
Proposal: RAN3 agrees the UE Radio Capability ID IE is transferred from source RAN to target RAN via the RRC HandoverPreparationInformation message.
3	Conclusion
This contribution analyzes how to transfer the UE Radio Capability ID IE from source RAN to target RAN. Our proposals are:
Observation: There is no big difference on transferring the UE’s radio capability ID to target RAN node via RRC container, or explicit RAN3 IE. Using RRC container requires slightly less changes to RAN3 specification. 
Proposal: RAN3 agrees the UE Radio Capability ID IE is transferred from source RAN to target RAN via the RRC HandoverPreparationInformation message.
A draft reply LS is prepared in ([4]).
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