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[bookmark: _Toc20954310]8.7.9	MeNB initiated SgNB Release
[bookmark: _Toc20954311]8.7.9.1	General
The MeNB initiated SgNB Release procedure is triggered by the MeNB to initiate the release of the resources for a specific UE.
The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
[bookmark: _Toc20954312]8.7.9.2	Successful Operation


Figure 8.7.9.2-1: MeNB initiated SgNB Release, successful operation
The MeNB initiates the procedure by sending the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message. Upon reception of the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message the en-gNB shall stop providing user data to the UE. The SgNB UE X2AP ID IE shall be included if it has been obtained from the en-gNB.
If the bearer context in the en-gNB was configured with the PDCP entity in the en-gNB, for E-RAB for which the MeNB requests forwarding of uplink/downlink data, the MeNB includes the UL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint/ DL Forwarding GTP Tunnel Endpoint IE within the E-RABs To Be Released Item IE of the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message to indicate that the en-gNB should perform data forwarding of uplink/downlink packets for that E-RAB.
Upon reception of the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message containing UE Context Kept Indicator IE set to "True", the en-gNB shall, if supported, only initiate the release of the resources related to the UE-associated signalling connection between the MeNB and the en-gNB.
[bookmark: _Hlk498523853]If the en-gNB confirms the request to release en-gNB resources it shall send the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to the MeNB.
If the RLC Mode IE is included for an E-RAB within the E-RABs Admitted To Be Released List IE (for E-RABs hosted at the en-gNB) in the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, it indicates the mode that the en-gNB used for the E-RAB when it was hosted at the en-gNB. 
Upon successful completion of the procedure, the MeNB shall start counting time, so that information regarding time since Secondary Node Release may be transferred towards the MME as specified in TS 36.413 [4].
NOTE:	If SgNB receive the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message before it replies SGNB ADDITION REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, implementation in SgNB may choose not to set the SgNB UE X2AP ID IE in the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

[bookmark: _Toc20954313]8.7.9.3	Unsuccessful Operation


Figure 8.7.9.3-1: MeNB initiated SgNB Release, unsuccessful operation
[bookmark: _Hlk498524038]If the en-gNB cannot confirm the request to release en-gNB resources it shall send the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST REJECT message to the MeNB with an appropriate cause indicated in the Cause IE.
NOTE:	If SgNB receive the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message before it replies SGNB ADDITION REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, implementation in SgNB may choose not to set the SgNB UE X2AP ID IE in the SGNB RELEASE REJECT message.

[bookmark: _Toc20954314]8.7.9.4	Abnormal Conditions
If the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST message refer to a context that does not exist, the en-gNB shall ignore the message.
When the MeNB has initiated the procedure and did not include the SgNB UE X2AP ID IE the MeNB shall regard the resources for the UE at the en-gNB as being fully released.
Interactions with the UE Context Release procedure:
If the MeNB does not receive the reply from the en-gNB before it has to relase the EN-DC connection, or it receives SGNB RELEASE REQUEST REJECT, it may trigger the UE Context Release procedure. If the en-gNB received the UE CONTEXT RELEASE right after receiving the SGNB RELEASE REQUEST (and before or after responding to it), the en-gNB shall consider the related MeNB initiated SgNB Release procedure as being the resolution of abnormal conditions and release the related UE context immediately.
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9.1.4.13	SGNB RELEASE REQUEST REJECT
This message is sent by the en-gNB to the MeNB to reject the request to release en-gNB resources.
Direction: en-gNB  MeNB.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.13
	
	YES
	ignore

	MeNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	eNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.24
	Allocated at the MeNB.
	YES
	ignore

	SgNB UE X2AP ID
	OM
	
	en-gNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.100
	Allocated at the en-gNB.
	YES
	ignore

	Cause
	M
	
	9.2.6
	
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.7
	
	YES
	ignore

	MeNB UE X2AP ID Extension
	O
	
	Extended eNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.86
	Allocated at the MeNB.
	YES
	reject
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No change to ASN.1, ASN.1 is provided here for reference.

-- **************************************************************
--
-- SGNB RELEASE REQUEST REJECT
--
-- **************************************************************

SgNBReleaseRequestReject ::= SEQUENCE {
	protocolIEs		ProtocolIE-Container		{{SgNBReleaseRequestReject-IEs}},
	...
}

SgNBReleaseRequestReject-IEs X2AP-PROTOCOL-IES ::= {
	{ ID id-MeNB-UE-X2AP-ID							CRITICALITY ignore	TYPE UE-X2AP-ID										PRESENCE mandatory}|
	{ ID id-SgNB-UE-X2AP-ID							CRITICALITY ignore	TYPE SgNB-UE-X2AP-ID									PRESENCE mandatory}|
	{ ID id-Cause									CRITICALITY ignore	TYPE Cause											PRESENCE mandatory}|
	{ ID id-CriticalityDiagnostics					CRITICALITY ignore	TYPE CriticalityDiagnostics						PRESENCE optional}|
	{ ID id-MeNB-UE-X2AP-ID-Extension				CRITICALITY reject	TYPE UE-X2AP-ID-Extension							PRESENCE optional},
	...
}
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