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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on CP bearer mapping. RAN3 has discussed this issue, and identified that the main intention of per-SRB type bearer mapping to BH RLC CH is to prioritize UE-associated F1AP with DL SRB0 over BH links since such F1AP message determines the accessing delay of the UE. 

With respect to the two questions, RAN3’s understandings are given as follows:

Question 1. From RAN3 perspective, is it feasible to support separate SCTP streams per SRB bearer type in Rel16? 

Answer [TBD]: In TS38.472, the following description is given

	-
For a single UE-associated signalling, the gNB-DU shall use one SCTP association and one SCTP stream, and the association/stream should not be changed during the communication of the UE-associated signalling unless TNL binding update is performed.


This indicates that all F1AP messages of a given UE shall be transmitted via the same SCTP stream. Thus, separate SCTP streams per SRB bearer type in Rel16 is infeasible. 
Question 2. From RAN3 perspective, for the purpose of per SRB type bearer mapping to BH RLC channels as agreed by RAN2 above, is it necessary to support separate SCTP streams per SRB bearer type, or can this be done by other means?
Answer [TBD]: From RAN3 perspective, the main purpose of per SRB type bearer mapping to BH RLC CH is to prioritize F1AP with DL SRB0 over BH links. The benefit is to reduce the UE initial access delay. Since F1AP with DL SRB0 is the first UE-associated F1AP message for a given UE, it is feasible to transmit F1AP message over BH RLC CH by considering SRB0. To achieve it, it is unnecessary to support separate SCTP streams per SRB bearer type, and RAN3 figures out two possible ways:

· Way 1: one BH RLC CH is shared by all F1APs with DL SRB0 of all UEs, while each UE uses a dedicated BH RLC CH to convey other UE-associated F1APs

· Way 2: one BH RLC CH is shared by all F1APs with DL SRB0 of all UEs, while another BH RLC CH is shared by all other F1APs of all UEs. 
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In addition, RAN3 discussed the configuration of CP bearer mapping, and have the following agreements:

· the mapping between CP signaling and BH RLC CH can be configured by differentiating three types of F1AP messages: 1) non-UE associated F1AP, 2) UE-associated F1AP with SRB0 RRC, and 3) other UE-associated F1AP 

· when configuring the BH RLC CH for control signaling, the IAB donor CU can indicate the type of conveyed control signalling

· the BH RLC CH for F1AP with DL SRB0 RRC can be pre-configured by the IAB donor CU-CP     
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group:

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask RAN2 to take RAN3’s answers and agreements into account when designing CP bearer mapping for IAB network.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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24 – 28 February 2020
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