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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is discussing on inter-system/inter-MME handover procedure and the following issues are identified:
1) For handover from 5G to 4G,in Handover command message from source AMF to source NG-RAN node,

it is mandatory to include a SM container(Handover Preparation Unsuccessful Transfer IE) for the PDU session not accepted by the target MME/eNB and this SM container carries a cause value. However, since the failure cause for each failed E-RAB is not included in Forwarding Relocation Response message, it is not possible for the source 5GC to know the cause why the E-RAB is rejected by the target node.

2) For handover from 4G to 5G/inter-MME handover, similar issue exists. In Handover command message from source MME to source eNB, cause for released E-RAB is mandatory while the source MME does not have this information. 

RAN3 kindly ask SA2/CT4 the following questions: 

Question 1:
Is it possible to include the cause value for each failed E-RAB in Forward Relocation Response message?

Question 2:

If the answer to question 1 is yes, should source AMF generate the SM container i.e. Handover Preparation Unsuccessful Transfer itself or contact SMF to generate the SM container during 5GS to 4GS handover procedure? According to current procedure, the source AMF would not contact the corresponding SMF if the PDU session failed.

2. Actions:

To CT4/SA2:
ACTION: RAN3 respectfully asks CT4/SA2 to consider the above issue and provide answers on the questions.
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