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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< First Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

8.3.6
M-NG-RAN node initiated S-NG-RAN node Release

8.3.6.1
General

The M-NG-RAN node initiated S-NG-RAN node Release procedure is triggered by the M-NG-RAN node to initiate the release of the resources for a specific UE.
The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.6.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.6.2-1: M-NG-RAN node initiated S-NG-RAN node Release, successful operation

The M-NG-RAN node initiates the procedure by sending the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST message. Upon reception of the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST message the S-NG-RAN node shall stop providing user data to the UE.

The S-NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID IE shall be included if it has been obtained from the S-NG-RAN node. The M-NG-RAN node shall provide appropriate information within the Cause IE. The M-NG-RAN node may also provide appropriate information per PDU session resource within the Cause IE of the PDU Session Resources To Be Released List IE.
Upon reception of the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST message containing UE Context Kept Indicator IE set to "True", the S-NG-RAN node shall, if supported, only initiate the release of the resources related to the UE-associated signalling connection between the M-NG-RAN node and the S-NG-RAN node when it further receives a UE CONTEXT RELEASE message from the M-NG-RAN node.
If the S-NG-RAN node confirms the request to release S-NG-RAN node resources, it shall send the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to the M-NG-RAN node.
If the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST message contains a PDU session resource to be released which is configured with the SCG bearer option within the PDU Session Resources To Be Released List IE, the S-NG-RAN node shall include the RLC Mode IE within the DRBs To Be Released List IE in the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message. The RLC Mode IE indicates the RLC mode used in the S-NG-RAN node for the DRB.

Interaction with the Xn-U Address Indication procedure

If the S-NG-RAN node provides data forwarding related information in the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message for QoS flows mapped to DRBs configured with an SN terminated bearer option in the PDU Sessions To Be Released List - SN terminated IE, the M-NG-RAN node may decide to provide data forwarding addresses to the S-NG-RAN node and trigger the Xn-U Address Indication procedure as specified in TS 37.340 [8].
8.3.6.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.3.6.3-1: M-NG-RAN node initiated S-NG-RAN node Release, unsuccessful operation

If the S-NG-RAN node cannot confirm the request to release S-NG-RAN node resources, it shall send the S-NODE RELEASE REJECT message to the M-NG-RAN node with an appropriate cause indicated in the Cause IE.
8.3.6.4
Abnormal Conditions

If the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST message refer to a context that does not exist, the S-NG-RAN node shall ignore the message.
When the M-NG-RAN node has initiated the procedure and did not include the S-NG-RAN node UE XnAP ID IE the M-NG-RAN node shall regard the resources for the UE at the S-NG-RAN node as being fully released.

Interactions with the UE Context Release procedure:

If the M-NG-RAN node does not receive the reply from the S-NG-RAN node before it has to release the EN-DC connection, or it receives S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST REJECT, it may trigger the UE Context Release procedure. If the S-NG-RAN node received the UE CONTEXT RELEASE right after receiving the S-NODE RELEASE REQUEST (and before or after responding to it), the S-NG-RAN node shall consider the related M-NG-RAN node initiated S-NG-RAN node Release procedure as being the resolution of abnormal conditions and release the related UE context immediately.
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