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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk12035746]In the previous meeting further developments regarding the multiple TNLA associations took place, with agreements on addition and removal of multiple TNLAs. In this contribution we will elaborate on the use of SCTP ports for multiple TNLAs and provide our thoughts on the matter. 
Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk509769073]To establish multiple TNLAs, we would of course need SCTP ports. In the following we will discuss which ports can be used.
The first SCTP association is autonomously triggered by the gNB-DU and for that it needs to be issued on a well-known port. Acknowledging this fact prompted the assignment of IANA ports to NG AP, XnAP, F1 AP and E1 AP. So for the very first SCTP INIT initiated by an SCTP client to an SCTP server, e.g. in the CU-DU architecture case this is initiated by the gNB-DU towards an gNB-CU-CP, the IANA port needs to be used. For further TNLA establishments, the server port is selected and signalled by the server via dedicated signalled and for that it can be any port. So for any additional SCTP association there is no need to be restricted to the IANA ports.
Indeed the F1AP allows the gNB-CU-CP to signal a GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message containing a gNB-CU TNL Association To Add List IE. For each TNLA to be added an SCTP port to be used is specified by the CP Transport Layer Information IE. Hence, for the very first SCTP association established between a gNB-DU and a gNB-CU, the IANA port 38472 specified in TS 38.472 shall be used. For addition of TNLA over F1, it is recommended to use SCTP ports from the IANA allocated range for dynamic SCTP ports, that is port numbers 49152-65535, following IETF RFC6335.
Observation 1: for the very first SCTP INIT initiated by a gNB-DU the IANA port 38472 needs to be used
Observation 2: for additional TNLAs between a gNB-DU and a gNB-CU the server port can be freely chosen by the server

Obviously, the same principle applies for other interfaces such as the NG, Xn and E1.
Based on the above, we propose to clarify in the NG, Xn, F1 and E1 signalling transport specifications that for further TNLA establishments after the very first SCTP INIT, the server port is selected and signalled by the server and can be any port, but it is recommended to by an SCTP port number from the dynamic port range as defined by IETF RFC 6335
Proposal 1: we propose to clarify in the NG, Xn, F1 and E1 signalling transport specifications that for further TNLA establishments after the very first SCTP INIT, the server port is signalled by the server and can be any port, but it is recommended to be an SCTP port number from the dynamic port range as defined by IETF RFC 6335


Conclusion
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]In this contribution the issue of the use of SCTP ports for multiple has been discussed and the following observations and proposals were made. 
Observation 1: for the very first SCTP INIT initiated by a gNB-DU the IANA port 38472 needs to be used
Observation 2: for additional TNLAs between a gNB-DU and a gNB-CU the server port can be freely chosen by the server
Proposal 1: we propose to clarify in the NG, Xn, F1 and E1 signalling transport specifications that for further TNLA establishments after the very first SCTP INIT, the server port is signalled by the server and can be any port, but it is recommended to be an SCTP port number from the dynamic port range as defined by IETF RFC 6335
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