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1   Introduction
At last RAN3#104, the overall solution for data forwarding was agreed (baseline CR in [3]).

In network evolution, some operators may start with deploying EN-DC and then evolve towards SA mode option 2. In such evolution plan, nodes deployed as logical en-gNB may evolve to serve as logical gNB. Inter-system handover can happen in this context. 
As reminder and background, inter-system handover in the context of such scenario was hinted at the last RAN3#104 meeting through the received LS from RAN2 which concluded support for this from RAN2 viewpoint. Reference is LS in R3-192490. Following notes were captured at RAN3#104:

	R3-192490
	LS to RAN3 on Inter-RAT HO support (RAN2, Vivo)
	LS in

Noted

E///: we could do this via 37.340 rapporteur – inter-sys HO is not in the scope of 37.340 (SA2 and 3x.300) – RAN2 cleanup expected

Nok: this is linked to data forwarding discussions (AI 10.1)

CATT: EN-DC->NR HO is inter-sys; we should look at this

Company coordination is encouraged


This paper analyses the inter-system handover in such scenario and how direct data forwarding is supported.
2   Description of 4g to 5g handover with shared SgNB/gNB
If the target gNB has indicated EN-DC operation possible to source eNB, the scenario discussed can be modelled as if the handover from 4g to 5g takes place in two steps. The source eNB may have first offloaded the E-RABs to the target gNB acting as SgNB using an SN addition request procedure over X2. If that is the case the 4g to 5g handover can take place where the E-RABs will be handed over from SgNB to gNB. Given that SgNB and gNB are “co-located” in the same node the handover is “seamless” in the sense that SgNB/gNB node can handle itself the transition (e.g. internal data forwarding, access to previous resources, etc…). This is similar to the “shared CU UP” handover agreed two RAN3 meetings ago. Here the shared resource is the gNB itself.
Similar to the “shared CU UP” handover, the only parameters to be transferred to make this work are pointers of the old resources used at source side (here E-RABs of source SgNB) towards the target of the handover (here the gNB). This is shown in the below figure:

Step 1: SgNB added using the X2 SN Addition Request  
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Figure 1: gNB added as SgNB by the eNB triggering the MeNB initiated SgNB Addition (Modification)
In the above figure, the (M)eNB has offloaded all the E-RABs to SgNB. It has received the TLA (transport layer addresses) of these E-RABs in the X2 SgNB Addition Request Acknowledge message as per legacy EN-DC procedure.
Step 2: 4g to 5g handover  
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Figure 2: inter-system 4g to 5g handover reusing SgNB E-RABs
· Step 4: MeNB triggers the 4g to 5g handover indicating during the handover preparation phase to the target gNB the SgNB TLA(s) received at step 2 within the source NG-RAN to target NG-RAN transparent container within the Handover Required message.

· Step 5: The target gNB infers from receiving its own SgNB TLA(s) in the Handover Request message that it can perform “internal buffering and forwarding” and therefore it does not return forwarding TLA(s) to the source (M)eNB in the Handover Request Acknowledge.

· Step 6: when the UE arrives at target gNB, the target gNB can internally process the data it has buffered and not yet transferred which has arrived from the SGW, without any external forwarding taking place.

· Step 7: when end marker arrives from SGW, the target gNB can start delivering the fresh new data which has come from the UPF and has been buffered without external forwarding of the end marker. 

Proposal 1: add the SgNB TLA(s) within the Source NG-RAN to target NG-RAN transparent container to enable the 4g to 5g handover with “shared SgNB/gNB” (see TP below).

Proposal 2: agree corresponding draft CR for stage 2 TS 37.340 in [4]. 
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4   Text Proposal for TS 38.413
8.4.2.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.4.2.2-1: Handover resource allocation: successful operation

The AMF initiates the procedure by sending the HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target NG-RAN node.

If the Masked IMEISV IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall, if supported, use it to determine the characteristics of the UE for subsequent handling.

Upon receipt of the HANDOVER REQUEST message the target NG-RAN node shall
-
attempt to execute the requested PDU session configuration and associated security;

-
store the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate in the UE context, and use the received UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate for all Non-GBR QoS flows for the concerned UE as specified in TS 23.501 [9];

-
store the received Mobility Restriction List in the UE context;

-
store the received UE Security Capabilities in the UE context;

-
store the received Security Context in the UE context and take it into use as defined in TS 33.501 [13].

Upon reception of the UE History Information IE, which is included within the Source to Target Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall collect the information defined as mandatory in the UE History Information IE and shall, if supported, collect the information defined as optional in the UE History Information IE, for as long as the UE stays in one of its cells, and store the collected information to be used for future handover preparations.

Upon receiving the PDU Session Resource Setup List IE contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target NG-RAN node shall behave the same as defined in the PDU Session Resource Setup procedure. The target NG-RAN node shall report to the AMF in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the result for each PDU session resource requested to be setup. In particular, for each PDU session resource successfully setup, it shall include the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE containing the following information:

-
The list of QoS flows which have been successfully established in the QoS Flow Setup Response List IE.

-
The Data Forwarding Accepted IE if the data forwarding for the QoS flow is accepted.
-
The list of QoS flows which have failed to be established, if any, in the QoS Flow Failed to Setup List IE.
-
The UP transport layer information to be used for the PDU session.

-
The security result associated to the PDU session.
For each PDU session resource which failed to be setup, the Handover Resource Allocation Unsuccessful Transfer IE shall be included in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message containing a cause value that should be precise enough to enable the SMF to know the reason for the unsuccessful establishment. 

Upon reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transfer transparently the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE or Handover Resource Allocation Unsuccessful Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST message contains the Data Forwarding Not Possible IE associated with a given PDU session within the Handover Request Transfer IE set to "data forwarding not possible", the target NG-RAN node may not include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE and for intra-system handover the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message for that PDU session.

In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the downlink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow for which the DL Forwarding IE is set to "DL forwarding proposed", it may include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE as forwarding tunnel for the QoS flows listed in the QoS Flow Setup Response List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the uplink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow for which the UL Forwarding IE is set to "UL forwarding proposed", it may include the UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE for the PDU session within the PDU Session Resource Admitted List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

In case of intra-system handover, for each PDU session for which the Additional DL UP TNL Information for HO List IE is included in the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the SMF shall consider the included Additional DL NG-U UP TNL Information IE as the downlink termination point for the associated flows indicated in the Additional QoS Flow Setup Response List IE for this PDU session split in different tunnels and shall consider the Additional DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE, if included, as the forwarding tunnel associated to these QoS flows.
In case of intra-system handover, if the target NG-RAN node accepts the data forwarding for a successfully configured DRB, the target NG-RAN node may include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for the DRB within the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
If the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message contains the UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for a given DRB in the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within the Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer IE, it indicates the target NG-RAN node has requested the forwarding of uplink data for the DRB.
In case of inter-system handover from E-UTRAN, the target NG-RAN node includes the Data Forwarding Accepted IE for each QoS flow that the DL Forwarding IE is set to "DL forwarding proposed" for the corresponding E-RAB in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE and that the target NG-RAN node has admitted the proposed forwarding of downlink data for the QoS flow. If the target NG-RAN node accepts the downlink data forwarding for at least one QoS flow of an admitted PDU session it shall include the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE in the PDU Session Resource Setup Response Transfer IE for that PDU session within the PDU Session Resources Admitted List IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message. 
In case of inter-system handover from E-UTRAN with direct forwarding, if the target NG-RAN node receives the Source UP TNL Information IE in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE and supports shared SgNB/gNB configuration as specified in TS 37.340, it may use them for the handover and not include Forwarding UP TNL information in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.
The target NG-RAN node shall use the information in the Mobility Restriction List IE if present in the HANDOVER REQUEST message to

-
determine a target for subsequent mobility action for which the target NG-RAN node provides information about the target of the mobility action towards the UE;

-
select a proper SCG during dual connectivity operation;

-
assign proper RNA(s) for the UE when moving the UE to RRC_INACTIVE state.

Next change
9.3.1.29
Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container

This IE is produced by the source NG-RAN node and is transmitted to the target NG-RAN node. For inter-system handovers to 5G, the IE is transmitted from the external handover source to the target NG-RAN node.

This IE is transparent to the 5GC.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	RRC Container
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the RRC HandoverPreparationInformation message as defined in TS 38.331 [18] if the target is a gNB.

Includes the RRC HandoverPreparationInformation message as defined in TS 36.331 [21] if the target is an ng-eNB.
	-
	

	PDU Session Resource Information List
	
	0..1
	
	For intra-system handovers in NG-RAN.
	-
	

	>PDU Session Resource Information Item
	
	1..<maxnoofPDUSessions>
	
	
	-
	

	>>PDU Session ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.50
	
	-
	

	>>QoS Flow Information List
	
	1
	
	
	-
	

	>>>QoS Flow Information Item
	
	1..<maxnoofQoSFlows>
	
	
	-
	

	>>>>QoS Flow Identifier
	M
	
	9.3.1.51
	
	-
	

	>>>>DL Forwarding
	O
	
	9.3.1.33
	
	-
	

	>>>>UL Forwarding
	O
	
	9.3.1.118
	
	YES
	reject

	>>DRBs to QoS Flows Mapping List
	O
	
	9.3.1.34
	
	-
	

	E-RAB Information List
	
	0..1
	
	For inter-system handovers to 5G.
	-
	

	>E-RAB Information Item
	
	1..<maxnoofE-RABs>
	
	
	-
	

	>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.3.2.3
	
	-
	

	>>DL Forwarding
	O
	
	9.3.1.33
	
	-
	

	>>Source UP Transport Layer Information
	O
	
	9.3.2.2
	Transport Layer Address and GTP-TEID of the E-RAB if already managed by the target (shared Sgnb/gNB) node. 
	-
	

	Target Cell ID
	M
	
	NG-RAN CGI

9.3.1.73
	
	-
	

	Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority
	O
	
	9.3.1.61
	
	-
	

	UE History Information
	M
	
	9.3.1.95
	
	-
	


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofPDUSessions
	Maximum no. of PDU sessions allowed towards one UE. Value is 256.

	maxnoofQoSFlows
	Maximum no. of QoS flows allowed within one PDU session. Value is 64.

	maxnoofE-RABs
	Maximum no. of E-RABs allowed towards one UE. Value is 256.


Next Change
9.4.5
Information Element Definitions

-- ASN1START

-- **************************************************************

--

-- Information Element Definitions

--

-- **************************************************************

NGAP-IEs {

itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 

ngran-Access (22) modules (3) ngap (1) version1 (1) ngap-IEs (2) }

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN

IMPORTS


id-AdditionalDLForwardingUPTNLInformation,


id-AdditionalDLQosFlowPerTNLInformation,


id-AdditionalDLUPTNLInformationForHOList,


id-AdditionalNGU-UP-TNLInformation,


id-AdditionalUL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation,


id-Cause,


id-CNTypeRestrictionsForEquivalent,


id-CNTypeRestrictionsForServing,


id-CommonNetworkInstance,

id-DataForwardingNotPossible,


id-DL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation,


id-LastEUTRAN-PLMNIdentity,


id-MaximumIntegrityProtectedDataRate-DL,


id-NetworkInstance,


id-OldAssociatedQosFlowList-ULendmarkerexpected,


id-PDUSessionAggregateMaximumBitRate,


id-PDUSessionResourceFailedToSetupListCxtFail,


id-PDUSessionResourceReleaseResponseTransfer,


id-PDUSessionType,


id-PSCellInformation,


id-QosFlowAddOrModifyRequestList,


id-QosFlowSetupRequestList,


id-QosFlowToReleaseList,


id-SecondaryRATUsageInformation,


id-SecurityIndication,


id-SecurityResult,

id-SourceUPTNLInfo,

id-S-NSSAI,


id-UL-NGU-UP-TNLInformation,


id-UL-NGU-UP-TNLModifyList,


id-ULForwarding,


id-ULForwardingUP-TNLInformation,


maxnoofAllowedAreas,

maxnoofAllowedS-NSSAIs,

Next Change
SourceNGRANNode-ToTargetNGRANNode-TransparentContainer ::= SEQUENCE {


rRCContainer






RRCContainer,


pDUSessionResourceInformationList

PDUSessionResourceInformationList












OPTIONAL,


e-RABInformationList




E-RABInformationList















OPTIONAL,


targetCell-ID






NGRAN-CGI,


indexToRFSP







IndexToRFSP


















OPTIONAL,


uEHistoryInformation




UEHistoryInformation,


iE-Extensions

ProtocolExtensionContainer { {SourceNGRANNode-ToTargetNGRANNode-TransparentContainer-ExtIEs} }
OPTIONAL,


...

}

SourceNGRANNode-ToTargetNGRANNode-TransparentContainer-ExtIEs NGAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {

{ ID id-SourceUPTNLInfo
CRITICALITY ignore
EXTENSION UPTransportLayerInformation
PRESENCE optional},


...

}

9.4.7
Constant Definitions

-- ASN1START

-- **************************************************************

--

-- Constant definitions

--

-- **************************************************************

NGAP-Constants { 

itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 

ngran-Access (22) modules (3) ngap (1) version1 (1) ngap-Constants (4) } 

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN
Asn1 not modified

id-NewGUAMI











ProtocolIE-ID ::= 162


id-ULForwarding










ProtocolIE-ID ::= 163


id-ULForwardingUP-TNLInformation





ProtocolIE-ID ::= 164


id-CNAssistedRANTuning








ProtocolIE-ID ::= 165


id-CommonNetworkInstance







ProtocolIE-ID ::= 166


id-SourceUPTNLInfo









ProtocolIE-ID ::= xxx
END

-- ASN1STOP
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