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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that RAN3 has finalized stage 2 and stage 3 aspects enabling “direct” data forwarding in release 16. Associated CRs are included.

RAN3 would like draw attention that RAN3 has taken the following assumptions for their solution which need consideration by SA2 when aligning with RAN3 solution:

· The RAN nodes (NG-RAN node and eNB) are not necessarily configured with knowledge on whether 5GC supports the direct forwarding feature;

· Direct forwarding shall prevail over indirect forwarding i.e. if the source RAN node (NG-RAN node or eNB) indicates that a direct path is available and 5GC supports the direct forwarding feature then direct forwarding shall be applied across all nodes.

2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 groups:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to take into account RAN3 agreed CRs when specifying the system aspects in alignment with the above RAN3 assumptions.
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