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1   Introduction
Last RAN2#105bis meeting sent a LS on the support of EPS ballback for IMS voice for eLTE with the following question. 

· RAN2 discussed EPS fallback for IMS voice and would like to understand if fallback from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPC for IMS voice is supported.
This contribution intends to give our views and provides the reply LS.

2   Discussion
The question comes from the TS 23. 501 descriptions regarding the IMS voice service via EPS fallback as follows. 

· In order to support various deployment scenarios for obtaining IMS voice service, the UE and NR connected to 5GC may support the mechanism to direct or redirect the UE from NR connected to 5GC either towards E-UTRA connected to 5GC (RAT fallback) or towards EPS (E-UTRAN connected to EPC System fallback).
Though SA2 will provide their response, it is beneficial to give answers from RAN3 perspective.  
Currently in TS 38.413, the fallback for IMS voice from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPC is naturally supported. Specifically, 
·   The TS 38.413 specifies the radio network signalling for the NG interface setup between the ng-eNB and AMF, and gNB and AMF. 
· In the PDU session modify request procedure, it clearly specifies the EPS fallback operation for IMS voice as follows. It can be handover or redirect to EPS to support the IMS voice.  
· Upon reception of the PDU SESSION RESOURCE MODIFY REQUEST message to setup a QoS flow for IMS voice, if the NG-RAN node is not able to support IMS voice, the NG-RAN node shall initiate EPS fallback or RAT fallback for IMS voice procedure as specified in TS 23.501 [9] and report unsuccessful establishment of the QoS flow in the PDU Session Resource Modify Response Transfer IE or in the PDU Session Resource Modify Unsuccessful Transfer IE with cause value "IMS voice EPS fallback or RAT fallback triggered".
Observation 1: The fallback from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPS for IMS voice is already supported in RAN3 specifications.

In addition, if this fallback from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPC is not supported, the IMS voice would not be supported when the UE accesses the ng-eNB for option 5, option 7/7A. 
In this case, the negative consequence will be the unsuccessful deployment of E-UTRAN connected with 5GC. And it had very bad effect on the early 5GC success to support the IMS voice. 
Proposal 1: To reply RAN2 that the fallback from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPS for IMS voice is supported in RAN3 specification. It would have negative consequence if this is not supported. 
3   Conclusion
Based on the discussion on N2 mobility with N3IWF in this paper, the following proposals were made.   

Observation 1: The fallback from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPS for IMS voice is already supported in RAN3 specifications.

Proposal 1: To reply RAN2 that the fallback from LTE/5GC to LTE/EPS for IMS voice is supported in RAN3 specification. It would have negative consequence if this is not supported. 

The reply LS to RAN2 can be found in [2].  
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