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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 is currently involved in specifying support for Integrated Access and Backhauling (IAB) where the NR radio interface is used to wirelessly backhaul NR base stations (called IAB-nodes).

At initial setup of the IAB-node, the IAB-node will connect as a UE and register to the CN. The CN will then verify the IAB-node as an IAB-node and notify the RAN in the “UE context setup” that the node connecting is an IAB-node. IAB-nodes are supported using both EN-DC and NR stand-alone backhauling. So, solutions for this are needed both for EPC and 5GC. 

In RAN3 the following functionality is required for setting up IAB-nodes:
1. It should be possible for the CN to verify that the IAB-node is an IAB-node;
2. It should be possible to select a specific CN node serving IAB-nodes, avoiding the need for “default” 5GC/EPC to support IAB-nodes or to deploy a full 5GC just to support IAB-nodes.

Questions to SA2:

Q1: What is the preferred solution for verifying the IAB-node? And what information is needed from the RAN or UE for this?

The following options have been considered in RAN3:
1. IAB-node can be verified by the AMF, based on subscription indication, where no indication from UE or RAN is needed;
2. IAB-nodes should indicate that they are IAB-nodes on NAS level;
3. IAB-nodes should indicate that they are IAB-nodes by using a configured slice/eDECOR identifier;
4. IAB-nodes should send a separate IAB indication on RRC level, which is forwarded on S1/NG level to the CN.

Q2: What is the preferred solution for the RAN to select a CN instance (AMF/MME) serving IAB-nodes at initial IAB access?

The following options have been considered in RAN3:
1. Reuse the slicing/eDECOR concept;
2. Use a separate indication on RRC which the RAN node can use to select CN node instance.



2. Actions: 

To SA2 group: SA2 is kindly requested to provide the answer to the questions.
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