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1 Introduction

The following come-back was allocated during the online discussions:
CB: # 55_DC_Xn_gnd

-  simplify text

- clarify issue about UP instances / hop by hop / e2e UP

- check details
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Text Proposal for TR 38.821

START OF CHANGES

5.4
Multi connectivity involving NTN-based NG-RAN (FFS)

5.4.1
Overview
This clause discusses multi connectivity [5], either for transparent or regenerative NTN-based NG-RAN, and in combination or not with terrestrial-based NG-RAN (NR or EUTRA).
This may apply to transparent satellites as well as regenerative satellites with gNB or gNB-DU function on board.
A number of service scenarios as described in TS 22.261 (e.g. user in residential homes, in vehicles, in high speed trains or on board airplanes), would benefit from the combination of terrestrial and non-terrestrial access to meet the targeted service performances.

In underserved areas, the bandwidth provided by a terrestrial based access (e.g. LTE) may be limited at cell edge. Adding a NTN based NG-RAN will enable to achieve the targeted experience data rate.

Under some scenarios such as high speed trains, the service area may not be fully homogeneous along the rail track and multi connectivity involving NTN-based NG-RAN would enable to provide the targeted reliability.
Hence a UE may be connected and served simultaneously by at least:
· One NTN-based NG-RAN and one terrestrial-based access (NR or EUTRA)

· One NTN-based NG-RAN and another NTN-based NG-RAN

As for terrestrial access, connectivity combining can occur for either the uplink or the downlink or both.

In case of multi-connectivity involving transparent NTN-based NG-RAN (i.e. gNB on the ground), all CP and UP interfaces toward terrestrial NG-RAN nodes are terminated on the ground.
In case of multi-connectivity involving regenerative NTN-based NG-RAN with gNB-CU on the ground and gNB-DU on board, all CP interfaces toward terrestrial NG-RAN nodes are terminated on the ground. With respect to CP, this scenario does not pose any particular issues apart from the fact that F1AP will need to adapt to the much longer roundtrip times of the SRI. Concerning UP, the instance running over Xn is unaffected by the presence of the NTN, while the instance running over F1 (transported over the SRI) will need to adapt to the much longer roundtrip times of the SRI. This, in turn, will require more buffering for the UP packets into the gNB-CU to compensate for the difference between the two interfaces. 
In case of multi Connectivity involving regenerative NTN-based NG-RAN with on board gNB, setting up and maintaining Xn interfaces toward terrestrial gNBs over the feeder link would require all the corresponding traffic (CP and UP) to be transported over the SRI relevant to the satellite-hosted gNB. This may be a challenge.
It should be verified whether it is feasible to transport Xn over the SRI of the feeder link, taking also into consideration potential impacts of on board gNBs mobility.

The same gNB could serve NR cells via the terrestrial access network and via the satellite access network (e.g. with transparent payload on board the satellite).
Benefits of multi-connectivity in NTNs are FFS.
END OF CHANGES
