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1
Introduction
This paper discusses how the IAB-node can obtain OAM connectivity. The discussion follows the IAB-node integration procedure defined in TR 38.874 [1].
2
Discussion
TR 38.874 defines the following phases for the IAB-node integration:
1.
IAB-node MT part setup
2.
Routing update 

3.
IAB-node DU part setup

The IAB-node MT setup follows Uu procedures with potential enhancements. It is possible to provide OAM connectivity to the IAB-node-MT in the same manner as for the UE, i.e. via a PDU session (SA) or PDN connection (EN-DC).
Observation 1: The IAB-node can obtain connectivity to an OAM-server via a PDU session or PDN connection established by the IAB-node MT.

After IAB-node MT part setup, adaptation layer connectivity is established between the IAB-node and the IAB-donor with IP as next protocol layer. The IP layer provides IP routability form the operator’s network to the IAB-node. While this IP routability allows the IAB-node DU to establish F1 connections with the IAB-donor CU it can also be utilized for the IAB-node’s connectivity to an OAM server.

Observation 2: The IAB-node can obtain connectivity to an OAM-server via IP connectivity on top of the backhaul adaptation layer.

OAM connectivity via PDU-session/PDN connection has the advantages that the IAB-node can receive OAM configuration needed for the establishment of backhaul connectivity including adaptation layer and IP layer on top.

OAM connectivity via the BH IP layer has the advantage that the native F1startup procedure defined in TS 38.401 clause 8.5 can be reused for IAB-nodes, which includes OAM configuration in the preoperational state.

Observation 3: Both options for OAM connectivity have distinct advantages.

Since both OAM connectivity options have distinct advantages, they both should be supported for IAB-nodes. It is up to implementation and configuration to utilize either only one of them or both.
Proposal: IAB should support OAM connectivity via PDU-session/PDN-connection as well as via backhaul IP-layer.
3
Conclusion
This paper discussed how the IAB-node could obtain OAM connectivity The following observations and the following proposal have been made:
Observation 1: The IAB-node can obtain connectivity to an OAM-server via a PDU session or PDN connection established by the IAB-node MT.

Observation 2: The IAB-node can obtain connectivity to an OAM-server via IP connectivity on top of the backhaul adaptation layer.

Observation 3: Both options for OAM connectivity have distinct advantages.

Proposal: IAB should support OAM connectivity via PDU-session/PDN-connection as well as via backhaul IP-layer.
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