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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 has started discussions on the Rel-16 WI on Direct Data Forwarding Between NG-RAN and E-UTRAN for Inter-System Mobility. This WI covers inter-system mobility in both directions, i.e. from EPS towards 5GS and vice versa.
RAN3 has would like to inform SA2 and CT4 on agreements made:

1. Direct Data forwarding between an eNB and an NG-RAN node
· takes place via per E-RAB data forwarding tunnels, established between the source and the target RAN node; 

· [text for RAN based decision option] requires the CN to convey the source RAN node’s decision to perform direct data forwarding to the target RAN node, whereas the target RAN node would finally decide to assign transport resources for direct data forwarding. 

· shall enable a target NG-RAN node to “fall back” to indirect data forwarding for RAN internal reasons when possible.
· requires respective signalling to take place between involved CN nodes. 
2. End marker packets:
· are sent from the source RAN node w/o any QoS flow specific information.
2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 and CT4 to acknowledge the agreements made in RAN3, provide feedback, if any.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103bis
8th – 12th April 2019, Xian, China
TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #104
13th – 17th May 2019, Reno, US
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