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1
Introduction
This paper discusses and proposes an LS to RAN2 requesting an update definition of HandoverPreparationInformation IE in TS 38.331. Further, LS to RAN2 is provided in [1].
2
Discussion

Upon a handover, source gNB shall provide HandoverPreparationInformation IE to the target gNB, which can be used as the basis for the RRC reconfiguration by the target gNB. Likewise, in case of gNB with CU-DU architecture, this information is forwarded from CU to DU as part of the CU to DU RRC Information IE as specified in F1AP. This was agreed at RAN3 AH 1801 in contribution R3-180599, these changes were later included as part of TS 38.473 CR 0011 at RAN#100 in R3-183583. However, latest TS 38.331 specification still does not indicate that this Inter Node Message is also used between gNB-CU and gNB-DU. Therefore, an update to TS 38.331 is requested to align with RAN3 F1AP specification as this is fundamental for the mobility procedures to operate.

<<excerpt from TS 38.331 v15.4.0>>

–
HandoverPreparationInformation
This message is used to transfer the NR RRC information used by the target gNB during handover preparation, including UE capability information.

Direction: source gNB/source RAN to target gNB.

<<end of excerpt from TS 38.331 v15.4.0>>

Proposal 1: It is proposed to send an LS to RAN2 requesting to update HandoverPreparationInformation IE definition to indicate this Inter Node Message is also used between gNB-CU and gNB-DU.

3
Conclusions
Proposal 1: It is proposed to send a LS to RAN2 requesting to update HandoverPreparationInformation IE definition to indicate this Inter Node Message is also used between gNB-CU and gNB-DU.

References

[1] R3-190465, LS on utilization of HandoverPreparationInformation IE between gNB-CU and gNB-DU (LS to RAN2), Nokia, Nokia Shanghai Bell
[2] R2-1900612, HandoverPreparationInformation for CU/DU (CR for 38.331), Nokia, Nokia Shanghai Bell

