3GPP TSG-RAN WG3#103


R3-190425
Athens, Greece, February - March 1, 2019
Title:
LS on direct data forwarding for inter-system handover
Response to:

Release:
Rel-16
Work Item:
Direct_data_fw_NR-Core
Source:
RAN3
To:
SA2, CT4
Cc:


Contact Person:


Name:
Lixiang Xu
Tel. Number:
+86 10 8443 9777
E-mail Address:
lx.xu@samsung.com
Attachments:
R3-19xxxx, R3-19xxxx
1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has decided to support direct data forwarding on top of indirect data forwarding for inter-system handovers. Details of the solutions can be found in attached agreed CRs. 
RAN3 observed that the solution has potential SA2/CT4 impacts in the following aspects:
· The source RAN node transmits Direct Forwarding Path Availability to the CN. The CN decides whether direct or indirect data forwarding by taking the Direct Forwarding Path Availability into account.
· Direct Forwarding Flag set to 1 should also be applicable for inter-system handover between EPS and 5GS.
· For handover from 4G to 5G, the target SMF transmits direct or indirect data forwarding indication to the target NG-RAN node.
· For handover from 5G to 4G, the AMF should inform the Direct Forwarding Flag to the SMF so the SMF could know whether indirect data forwarding tunnel needs to be assigned.
· Data Forwarding Response E-RAB List should be included in Handover Request Acknowledge Transfer and Handover Command Transfer between NG-RAN and SMF.
2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 groups:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to take RAN3 agreements into account and update SA2/CT4 specifications if needed.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3#103bis                           8th April – 12th April 2019


Xi’an, China
